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EDITORIAL
April has been an eventful
month for CauSci. We
were in the final stages of
the appointing process for
the two PhD positions,
but only now in mid May
are the results finalised
and official. This issue
features an exclusive
interview with one of the
successful candidates.
Another appointment has
been made now in May:
CauSci and UMB School
of Economics and
Business have appointed a
Professor II for the next
3.5 years.
We are very pleased to
welcome our new
colleagues to UMB!

NEWS
2 NEW PHD CANDIDATES CauSci and the UMB School
of Economics and Business decided on 5th of May to
offer the PhD positions to Fredrik Andersen and Jorge
Saiden, and - fortunately for us - they both accepted the
offer. Congratulations to the successful candidates!
Andersen and Saiden will be joining us at UMB in the
autumn.
Andersen will be working within philosophy of physics,
focusing on causation, time and space. Saiden‟s research
will be within philosophy of biology, with focus on
causation, emergence and complexity.
Amongst the 31 applications there were a number of
interesting and high quality applications and project
proposals. Thanks to all of those who applied and
thanks also to the Appointment Committee for their
work!
PROFESSOR II We are happy to announce that Stephen
Mumford, Professor of Metaphysics at University of
Nottingham, has been appointed as Professor II at the
UMB School of Economics and Business and CauSci
for a period of 3.5 years.
The strategic purpose of the Professor II position is to
strengthen an institution‟s qualifications within a field of
specialisation and to encourage professional exchange
and interaction between academic institutions.
Mumford is a world-leading expert within the
metaphysics of science; in particular on dispositions,
laws and causation. He is the author of Dispositions
(Oxford 1998), Russell on Metaphysics (Routledge 2003),
Laws in Nature (Routledge 2004), David Armstrong
(Acumen 2007), and co-author of Getting Causes from
Powers (Oxford 2011). The formalisation of the
collaboration between Mumford and UMB will
considerably strengthen our philosophical research and
expertise.

EVENTS
PHILSCI FORUM Birger Svihus,
Professor of Nutrition at UMB, will
give the talk „Epidemiological
Darkness – How fallacious causality
conclusions within nutrition make us
obese and ill‟, on Wednesday 25 May,
12:15 – 14:00 in Tårnbygningen, room
T401.
FIRST CAUSCI WORKSHOP The first
CauSci workshop will be held on 18-20
October and will be on causation in
biology. The workshop is part of a
National PhD-course in philosophy.
More information about the workshop
and the PhD-course will be posted on
our webpage www.umb.no/causci
PERSONAL DISPOSITIONS WORKSHOP
Jonathan Webber‟s research project
The Architecture of Personal Dispositions
will be organising a workshop at
Cardiff University on 4-5 July:
http://www.jonathanwebber.co.uk/pr
ojects.html
CONFERENCE The Conference
„Causality and Explanation in the
Sciences‟ will be held on 19-21
September at Ghent University. More
info on
http://www.caeits2011.ugent.be/
CONFERENCE „Metaphysics of Mind‟,
24-25 June, University of Glasgow:
http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/ph
ilosophy/cspe/events/metaphysicsof
mind/

PEOPLE

PRESENTING:

FREDRIK ANDERSEN
WHERE ARE YOU NOW? I am currently in
Florianopolis, Brazil, studying logic and
epistemology under Professor Decio Krause as well
as attending lectures on "the foundations of
physics" by Professor Newton Da Costa. I got this
wonderful opportunity as a bi-product of following
my wife to Brazil for a year. Life on a Brazilian
island fits surprisingly well with philosophical
pondering.
ANY PHILOSOPHICAL HANG-UPS? I am currently
rather fixed on the idea that all scientific journals
should be free for the public. It is after all the
public, through taxes, that pays for the majority of
philosophical and basic scientific research. I also
find it rather absurd that in this age of information
we can all read the works of opinionists at low cost
while the actual research they base their opinions on
is expensive.
WHY ARE YOU INTERESTED IN CAUSATION?
Causation is the key concept in describing the world
around us. It is with this concept, and from our
apparently innate need to apply it, that we answer
the majority of scientific questions as well as
religious and spiritual ones. Even Hume‟s argument
against causation is formed as a causal chain from
event to habit to concept. It seems we are stuck
with causation whether we like it or not.

WHO? PhD candidate in
philosophy of science.
WHY? Fredrik is one of our
two newly appointed PhD
candidates at the CauSci
project. He will be working
on causation in physics, with
focus on issues related to time
and space.

“It seems we
are stuck with
causation
whether we
like it or not”

ALEXANDER REUTLINGER ALLEN
STAIRS ANDREAS HÜTTEMANN
ANJAN
CHAKRAVARTTY
ANITA
LEIRFALL ANNE INGEBORG MYHR
BIRGER SVIHUS CAMILLA SVENSEN
DAGFINN DØHL DYBVIG DEBORAH
OUGHTON DOROTHY DANKEL FERN
WICKSON FREDRIK ANDERSEN
FRODE KJOSAVIK GRY OFTEDAL
HARALD
MARTENS
JENNIFER
MCKITRICK JOHAN ARNT MYRSTAD
JOHANNES PERSSON JOHN DUPRÉ
JONAS JENSEN JONATHAN JACOBS
JONATHAN WEBBER JORGE SAIDEN
KRISTINA
ENGELHARD
MAGNI
MARTENS MARKUS STEPANIANS
MAURICIO SUÁREZ MAX KISTLER
RANI LILL ANJUM REBECCA CARVER
ROGER STRAND RONNY SELBÆK
MYHRE RUTH GROFF SIGURD
TØNNESSEN RYAN WESLEY STEIN
HOLDEN TOR EGIL FØRLAND
STEPHEN MUMFORD STIG OMHOLT
SVEIN ANDERS SVEIN ANDERS
NOER LIE TERJE KVILHAUG
THOMAS BØHN THOR EIRIK
ERIKSEN THOR SANDMEL TORILL
CHRISTINE LINDSTRØM TROND
JACOBSEN TROND SKAFTNESMO
HENRIK ZINKERNAGEL

