
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORIAL 

The summer came and went 
almost unnoticed and UMB 
is once again filled with 
students. Two of these are 
the new PhD-students of 
CauSci, Elias Núñez and 
Fredrik Andersen. This issue 
features an interview with 
Elias. 

With everyone on the project 
in place here at the UMB 
School of Economics and 
Business we are getting 
ready for some serious work. 

These days we are preparing 
for the first CauSci event, the 
Causation in Biology 
symposium, CauBio. 

The symposium is open for 
everyone and you will find 
the whole program here.  

CauBio will also be part of a 
PhD-course, which is now 
open for registration. 

On Friday 23 September the 
UMB PhilSci forum is 
starting up again with Elena 
Rocca as our first speaker. 

Welcome to a new CauSci 
semester here at UMB! 
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 NEWS 
PHILSCI FORUM The next 
meeting is on Friday 23 
September, at 12:15 – 14:00 
in Urbygningen U140. Elena 
Rocca will be speaking on 
Understanding Complexity 
in the Developing Brain: an 
unsolved case. Rocca has a 
PhD in Developmental 
Biology and is currently 
working on Environmental 
Immunology. More details at 
http://www.umb.no/causci
/article/philsci-forum 

PHILEC SEMINAR We recently 
established an informal 
discussion seminar on 
Philosophy and Economics 
at IØR. The first meeting 
was in the middle of the 
summer holiday, but our 
Professor II, Stephen 
Mumford, managed to 
engage a full table in a 
discussion on causation and 
correlation. 

NEW COLLEAGUES The PhD-
students are now both in 
place. Elias Núñez started in 
July and Fredrik Andersen 
started in September. Both 
the visiting Professors on the 
CauSci project, John Dupré 
and Stephen Mumford, will 
be involved in the 
supervision of Elias and 
Fredrik. 

 



 

EVENTS 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM: 

Causation and Complexity in Biology and Beyond 
Ås, UMB Campus, TF-bygningen, room TF102-3 

Tuesday 18 October 
John Dupré: Finding Causes in Biological Systems 
Frode Kjosavik: Genetic Information and the Causal Parity 
Thesis 
Svein Anders Noer Lie: Multicausality and the Combinatorial 
Puzzle 
Deborah Oughton: Ecosystem Changes at Chernobyl: A case 
study in causal complexity 
Roger Kerry: Causal Dispositionalism in Health Science  
Thomas Bøhn: Gene Ecology versus Reductionism in Biology 
Rani Lill Anjum: A Biologically Disposed Theory of Causation 

 
Wednesday 19 October  
Stephen Mumford: Life, the Universe and Everything – or: How 
Complexity Could Emerge from Simple Causes 
Elias Núñez: Getting Around a Causal Theory of Perception  
Elena Rocca: Reductionism and Context Simplification in 
Developmental Biology  
Thor Sandmel: Intentions and Causes  
Thor Eirik Eriksen: Waiting for an Explanation 
Ronny Selbæk Myhre: Evolution and the Neurodynamics of 
Consciousness 
Magni Martens & Finn Tschudi: Reflections on Causality 
 
Thursday 20 October 
Roger Strand: Structure-Function Relationships Revisited 
Andreas Hüttemann & Marie Kaiser: Dispositions and Causal 
Processes in Biology 
Fredrik Andersen: What Happens When We Quantify Fuzzy 
Concepts? 
Camilla Svensen: Causal Complexity in the Organic Soup 
Abel Ruben & Elias Núñez: Knowledge of Evolution and the 
Evolution of Knowledge 
Terje Kvilhaug: The Theory-Constructive Function of 
Metaphors in Biology  
Harald Martens: The Informative Converse Paradox 
Johannes Persson: How-Possibly Explanations, Reductionism 
and Causal Mechanisms 

 

Time schedule and abstracts can be found on the CauSci 
website: http://www.umb.no/causci 



PRESENTING: 

ELIAS NÚÑEZ 

 

 

 

 

  

PEOPLE 
ALEXANDER REUTLINGER ALLEN 

STAIRS ANDREAS HÜTTEMANN 

ANJAN CHAKRAVARTTY ANITA 

LEIRFALL ANNE INGEBORG MYHR 

BIRGER SVIHUS CAMILLA SVENSEN 

DAGFINN DØHL DYBVIG DEBORAH 

OUGHTON DOROTHY DANKEL FERN 

WICKSON FREDRIK ANDERSEN 

FRODE KJOSAVIK GRY OFTEDAL 

HARALD MARTENS JENNIFER 

MCKITRICK JOHAN ARNT MYRSTAD 

JOHANNES PERSSON JOHN DUPRÉ 

JONAS JENSEN JONATHAN JACOBS 

JONATHAN WEBBER ELIAS NUNEZ 

KRISTINA ENGELHARD MAGNI 

MARTENS MARKUS STEPANIANS 

MAURICIO SUÁREZ MAX KISTLER 

RANI LILL ANJUM REBECCA CARVER 

ROGER STRAND RONNY SELBÆK 

MYHRE RUTH GROFF SIGURD 

TØNNESSEN RYAN WESLEY STEIN 

HOLDEN TOR EGIL FØRLAND 

STEPHEN MUMFORD STIG OMHOLT 

SVEIN ANDERS SVEIN ANDERS 

NOER LIE TERJE KVILHAUG 

THOMAS BØHN THOR EIRIK 

ERIKSEN THOR SANDMEL TORILL 

CHRISTINE LINDSTRØM TROND 

JACOBSEN HENRIK ZINKERNAGEL 

WHO? PhD-
student in 
philosophy of 
science at UMB. 

WHY? One of our 
newly appointed 
PhDs on the 
CauSci project. 
Elias will be 
working on 
causation in 
biology, with focus 
on reductionism 
and emergence. 

WHAT IS YOUR PHILOSOPHICAL INTERESTS? I have 
always been interested in issues central to epistemology 
and philosophy of science. In particular, it interests me 
how different methodological problems, which arise out of 
our various academic disciplines, are revealing the 
fragmentary nature of the scientific process. However 
earnest the attempts of some science to reduce another 
one to its methods or ‗laws‘, it ends up delivering –at best– 
only a partial account of what the world is. It thus fails in 
its aim to comprehend the totality of the world‘s 
phenomena from its particular ontological realm. An 
exhaustive, comprehensive view is then precluded by the 
dynamic and complex nature of our world —bringing to 
light fundamental epistemic shortcomings of this endeavor. 
 

CAN PHILOSOPHY MATTER TO SCIENCE? It is in the sense 
described above that philosophy‘s claim to scientific 
relevance can be rethought, since deep divisions in 
academia have followed from such fragmentary scientific 
theorizing. And this should require us to strengthen the 
philosophical commitment to integrating and synthetizing 
what we continually come to know. So the significant 
insights into this crisis cannot (and have not) come solely 
from our concerns of increasing our knowledge of biology, 
or physics, or logic or mathematics. For they also lie 
beyond our present scientific aversion to all things 
metaphysical or involving philosophical systematization, 
holism and historicizing. 

 

WHY ARE YOU INTERESTED IN CAUSATION? My interest in 
causation stems from its current erosion by radical skepticism 
in, mainly, the philosophy of language. That is, the subtle 
adaptations that contemporary philosophers have made of 
Hume's view that causation cannot constitute a very ‗objective‘ 
(and thus reliable) feature of our world, but instead that it is 
more of a subjective power residing in the mind's propensity 
of association and habit. The skewedness of experiencing any 
causal relation between events or objects as a simple matter of 
‗constant conjunction‘ has motivated me to reject it being 
conceived as a mere ―habit of the mind‖.  To this end, I have 
turned my attention to the study of powerful tools in biology 
and evolutionary epistemology that show the untenability –and 
ultimate failure– of this view. 

 

―However earnest the attempts of some 

science to reduce another one to its methods 
or ‗laws‘, it ends up delivering –at best– only a 

partial account of what the world is‖ 

http://www.umb.no/ipm/ansatte/deborah.oughton
http://www.umb.no/ipm/ansatte/deborah.oughton
http://www.fil.lu.se/staff/person.asp?id=26&lang=eng
http://www.nofima.no/en/person/magni.martens
http://www.nofima.no/en/person/magni.martens

