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Third Management Committee Meeting
Cost Action 866 “Green Care in Agriculture"
Austrian Horticultural Society, Vienna, 21 June 2007 at 1730-1845h
MINUTES

PRESENT

	Bartiaux-Thill Nicole (Belgium)

Braastad Bjarne O. (Norway)
Buhagiar Joseph (Malta)
Dessein Joost (Belgium)

Di Iacovo Francesco (Italy)
Driest Piet (Netherlands)
Elings Marjolein (Netherlands)

Fjeldavli Elsa (Norway)

Gallis Christos (Greece)

Gübbük Hamide (Turkey) 

Neuberger Konrad (Germany)


	Nowak Joanna (Poland)

Saxe Henrik (Denmark)

Sempik Joe (United Kingdom)

Senni Saverio (Italy)

Soini Katriina (Finland)

Steingrimsdottir Laufey (Iceland)

Vadnal Katja (Slovenia)
Van Elsen Thomas (Germany)
Wiesinger Georg (Austria)
Hauge Hilde (COST Action Secretary)



1 WELCOME
The Action Chair, Bjarne O. Braastad, chaired the meeting and welcomed all the participants. New members from Turkey, Iceland and Malta were particularly welcomed. Hilde Hauge was introduced as the new secretary of the COST Action from the Chair’s institution.
2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was presented by the Chair and adopted unanimously.

Discussion of the plenary session was added to the agenda’s point 3.
3 SUMMING UP THE WORKSHOP
Short reports of the Working Group meetings were given by the WG chairs. Experience from the plenary session and the WG meetings were discussed. Generally, WG chairs and MC members were pleased with the meetings, although their organisation could be improved. Among topics for which concern were mentioned, were the need for discussion in smaller groups and more breaks in the plenary session. It was decided to discuss in more detail the design of the COST Action meetings from 2008 at the next MC meeting. 
At a meeting in the Executive Committee, following up discussions from the 2nd MC meeting December 2006, it was decided to produce a proceedings book from this conference edited by Vice-Chair Christos Gallis. Plenary presenters and some WG presenters being chosen by the WG Chairs will be invited to submit a full-paper contribution. The Action will apply to the COST Office for funding the printing expenses.    
4 SHORT TERM SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS (STSM)
This topic was earlier discussed at the MC meeting in December 2006, points 5-6. 

€ 15000 was allocated to STSM for the autumn of 2007. STSM announcement was now again presented by Marjolein Ellings, the STSM Coordinator. One application is received, although STSMs are not yet officially announced. The MC discussed the need for a deadline, the size of the funding of applicants, and the definition of young scientists for which STSM is particularly intended for. 
The first deadline will be early August, but later applications will be considered if the budget allows. Marjolein will check the funding practice with Bouktje Stol and then send the conclusions to the MC (within the frame of the COST Vademecum Ch. 2.3.5 http://www.cost.esf.org/fileadmin/cost_documents/guidelines/Financial_Instruments/3-STSM.pdf ). We define a young scientist as a PhD student or a person that has taken a doctoral degree during the last 5 years. Marjolein will finalize the announcement of STSM with the application form. This will be sent out to all on our mailing lists. MC members are further expected to distribute the announcement to relevant research groups within their country.  
Marjolein will consult with the Executive Committee on who can evaluate the applications. Anyone among the MC members can be selected as referees. The final decision on STSM grants will be taken by the Executive Committee.
5 PLACE AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The autumn MC meeting was suggested to be held in connection with the Community of Practice Workshop “Farming for health” in Ghent, Belgium, 6-9 November. It was decided to organise a whole-day meeting on Tuesday 6th November, e.g. 0900-1600h. 
Agenda points for the next MC meeting
· Progress discussion on the MoU and aims/milestones

· Discussion on how to organize conferences and workshops to improve efficiency

· Action Programme for 2008

· Conference, workshops, WG meetings, MC meetings, STSM
· Venue for conference/workshop - nominations by 1st October to Bjarne Braastad
· Budget for 2008
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