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BruxellesBruxelles (4/5 December 2006) (4/5 December 2006) -- wg3 conclusions:wg3 conclusions:
collect cases and short descriptions of care collect cases and short descriptions of care 
farms from different countriesfarms from different countries

whywhy: to demonstrate the diversity in care farm 
initiatives across Europe and inspire ourselves and 
policy makers
to present inspiring examplesinspiring examples of green care in a 
very appealing way; beautiful book publication; 
later eventually on public website
howhow: adopting criteria of criteria of SoFarSoFar and the SoFar

result as an example with additional casesadditional cases from 
missing countries
working titleworking title: 100 ideas for development of green 

care



Working title derives from an Italian document Working title derives from an Italian document 
about 2000about 2000--2006 structural funds programming2006 structural funds programming

100 idee per lo sviluppo
=

100 ideas for development 





scheda = card



The The implementationimplementation

100 ideas for development of green care

Francesco and myself reviewed the Sofar form to be sure it was 
correct in the COST 866 context

Francesco sent to Thomas the empty form used by Sofar and a filled 
form regarding an Italian case as example 

On February 2007 Thomas sent a specific mail to all wg3 
participants of the December COST meeting in Brussels to collect
some more cases in preparation of Vienna meeting

NO ANSWER ARRIVED



NEXT STEPSNEXT STEPS

to discuss & to confirm the objective (now)

to share the Sofar criteria (now)

(home) to fill the standard form (4 pages) for the 
most important initiatives (2 at least). No Sofar
but Cost countries (Austria, Greece, Finland, 
Norway Sweden..) could add their experiences; 
Sofar and Cost countries could add new cases 

(home) to give a short description (1 page) for 
other cases

to define a little group to collect and analyse the 
answers in view of the book publication 



EU Vi Framework Programme

Agriculture is Social

home page

partners

social farming

objectives

work plan

expected outcomes

contact us

brochure

links

S o c i a l F a r m i n g

Social Services
in Multifunctional Farms

Since ever agricultural and rural societies, all over the 
Europe, have developed experiences promoting diverse 
practices and forms of solidarity, social assistance and 
social inclusion. 
Particularly we may speak of 

Agriculture is Peaceful

social farming (or ‘care 
farming’ or ‘green care’) to describe those farming
practices aimed at promoting disadvantaged people’s 
rehabilitation and care and/or towards the integration of 
people with ‘low contractual capacity’ (i.e.: psychophysical
disabilities, convicts, drug addicts, minors, emigrants).
“So Far” is a multi-country specific support action, funded
by the EU Commission [Sixth Framework Programme for
Research and Technological Development]. It’s main goal 
is to support the building of a new institutional
environment for “social/care farming”. The project started
in may, 2006 and has duration of 30 months. 

So Far is funded by the European Union as part
o the research priority 8.1.B.1.1—”Modernisation
and Sustainability of Agriculture and Forestry, 
including their multifunctional role in order to
censure the sustainable development and 
promotion of rural areas”, in the VI Framework
Programme for research and technological
development

So Far stands for social farming. Complete 
title of the project is “Social Services in 
Multifunctional Farms”

http://sofar.unipi.it
In Expected outcomes

State of the art

http://sofar.unipi.it/index_file/socialfarfming.htm
http://www.sofar-d.de/


S o c i a l F a r m i n g

• See more about it...

According to the most recent count of the Support
Centre for Green Care in September 2006, over 200 
care farms are more or less active
in Flanders...

Flanders / Belgium

France

home page

partners

social farming

objectives

work plan

expected outcomes

contact us

brochure

links

“State of the art” and cases

In Slovenia, as in many EU countries social farming is
not organised yet, but rather a patchwork like reality
mostly developed on voluntary bases, bottom-up
actions, and not supported by any specific policies….

Slovenia

The combination of agricultural work and care is not
new. For a long time it was common that individuals
who were ‘different’ and could not participate fully in 
society, worked on a farm... 

The Netherlands

The term “agricoltura sociale” (i.e. social farming) has
recently entered the scene of rural development in Italy, 
embracing a wide constellation of different practices that
are emerging in our territories; experiences that, in 
many cases, were born as bottom-up actions... 

Italy

• See more about it...

• See more about it..• See more about it...

Germany



COST FORM (pages 1-2)



COST FORM (pages 3-4)



SHORT DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE (1 page -A)



SHORT DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE (1 page-B)



SHORT DESCRIPTION EXAMPLE (1 page-C)



And now

GOOD GOOD 
WORK!WORK!


