Conference “Green care: Health effects, economics and policies”, Vienna 20-22 June 2007
Minutes of Working Group 2 “Economics of Green Care”

The WG 2 session took place on Thursday 21st of June, from 9.00 to 17.00.

The list of participants to the session is the following:
	Name
	Country

	Saverio Senni (WG chair)
	Italy

	Anja Yli-Viikari
	Finland

	Anna KIRVEENUUMMI
	Finland

	Lisa ERBER 
	Austria

	Joost DESSEIN
	Belgium

	Eirik ROMSTAD
	Norway

	Hamide GUBBUK
	Turkey

	Christos Gallis
	Greece

	Henrik SAXE
	Denmark

	Simon OOSTING
	The Netherlands

	Sverre GREPPERUD
	Norway

	Stephen PARSONS
	England

	Ellen Marie FORSBERG
	Norway

	Anne M. JERVELL 
	Norway

	Anna Maria PALSDOTTIR
	Iceland

	Andrej UDOVC
	Slovenia

	Guido VAN HUYLENBROECK 
	Belgium


After a short presentation of the participants the first part of the session was dedicated to the four presentations programmed.

· Anja Yli-Viikari (co-author), “Researching the business idea of Finnish green care farms”

· Anna Kirveennummi (co-author), “The creativity in green care activities”

· Stephen Parsons, “Social enterprise, farms and care in rural England”

· Saverio Senni (co-author),  “Green care and social enterprises in Italian agriculture”

The abstracts of these presentations are included in the Conference Abstracts Book.

A short discussion has followed each presentation. 

The general feeling was that the economic issues, in a strict sense, are still little developed in European Green Care Research  and that more efforts should be made to focus in the social and economic implications of Green Care initiatives.

This lead to the discussion that aroused  in the second part of the session when an ample debate - to which most of the presents participated - on different aspects related with the economics of green care took place. The main points  that have been stressed were the followings:
· reinforce  the links with WG1 (Health effects of green care) in order to construct a framework to analyse in economic terms the health and social effects clients of Green Care farming;

· need for interdisciplinary working groups in order to investigate major aspects related with Green Care in Agriculture from different perspective (health effects, economics and policy); research initiatives within single countries should give more consideration  when investigating specific case-studies of Green Care Farming in adopting interdisciplinary approaches;

· need to identify aspects that may lead to identify which farm typologies are more suitable to start and carry on Green Care activities; 

· need for data and information to build a cost-benefits analysis of Green Care initiatives;
· how to identify and measure the indirect or side effects that may occur in a Green care farms, together with the main effects on clients that these farms intentionally aim to obtain;

· governance and institutional arrangements that allow green care farming to develop should be investigated more deeply, in collaboration also with working group 3.

Two specific contributions  to the discussion have been send in written form by Eirik Romstad and Guido Van Huylenbroeck.
Eirik Romstad has underlined the need to know what research goes on in he other two group of the Cost Action and suggested a preliminary general path to perform cost-benefit analysis of Green Care services. Benefits have to be documented both for apply for sustaining policies and for the Green Care services to be marketable. According to Romstad ,so far the benefits arising from Green Care activities appear to be still vaguely identified and their treatment not clearly defined. A distinction should be made between sheltered “green” working places and conventional farms that may consider to provide Green Care services as a “multifunctional activity”.
Guido Van Huylenbroeck has suggested a possible classification of the wide diversity that exists in Green Care farming activities:
1. Health care farming sensu strictu, i.e. faming as input for medical treatment and therapies;

2. Rehabilitation activities on farm, where the social re-insertion of marginalised and socially excluded people is the main objective;

3. Welfare farming, where Green Care has more a matter of prevention of later problems than to be curative;

4. Other Green Care activities, such educational activities farm based, not included in the previous types.

According to Van Huylenbroeck each of these Green Care typologies raises different questions and issues that should be discussed and focused within  scientific groups that cross over with the various disciplines that partipate to the Cost Action.
A final point raised by the WG chair, with respect to the Bruxelles meeting, concerns the relevant “turnover” of participants to Working Group 2 “Economics of Green Care”. Being this turnover a possible complication in achieving the Working Group Milestones, by the end of the Action,  this point should be discussed in the Management Committee in order to find appropriate solutions.
