
The Skeptical Environmentalist 
after Copenhagen

Getting smart about global warming

Bjørn Lomborg

www.lomborg.com



Making a better world

ÂRational, not fashionable

ïDoing good vs. feeling good

ÂRemove our myths

ïPanic is unlikely to be a good guide to 
making smart choices

ÂSpend our money best

ïOverworrying about some things mean 
underworrying about other things



Global warming

What to do?
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Global warming is real 

and man-made



Climate change is real

ÂOn the agenda, thanks to Al Gore 

ÂThe best information from the UN 
Climate Panel, IPCC

ÂLikely temperature rise by 2100
ï2.6OC (1.6-3.8OC)

ÂCost of global warming $15 trillion
ï0.5% of 21 st century $3,000 trillion

ÂNeed smart strategy
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Consequences vastly exaggerated 
and one-sided,

leading to bad judgment



Al Gore and the standard story

ÂGore and many others tell us 
ïPlanetary emergency

Âñwe have just ten years to avert a major catastrophe 
that could send our entire planet into a tail -spin of epic 
destruction involving extreme weather, floods, droughts, 
epidemics and killer heat waves beyond anything we 
have ever experienced.ò

Â Four central issues
ïHeat deaths

ïSea level rise

ïHurricanes

ïMalaria



1 Higher mortality with heat?

ÂAbsolutely more heat deaths

ÂNumber of deaths

ïDying from increased heat in the UK by 2050

Â2,000 more

ïBut cold deaths in the UK by 2050

Â20,000 fewer

ïThis also holds true globally

ÂNet more than 1.4 million fewer deaths by 2050

Bosello, Roson, & Tol, 2006; Keatinge & Donaldson, 2004; Keatinge et al., 2000



1 Better policies against heat
Policy innovation 

ÂAlmost no heat deaths in the US

ïBecause of air conditioning

ÂCities much warmer than countryside

ïLack of water, more black surfaces

ïTake London:

ÂAdd more water and greenery

ï8oC reduction in heat waves

ÂMake more light surfaces ïpaint the tarmac

ï10oC reduction in heat waves



2 Sea level rise

ÂSea levels will rise

ÂBut not a catastophe

ï30cm (18-59cm) over the next 100 years

ÂNot Al Goreôs 20 feet (6 meters)

ï30cm the last 150 years

ÂDid anyone notice?


