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WILLIAM  DERMAN 
 

Current Positions: 
Professor of Anthropology, Michigan State University 
Professor II, Department of International Environment and Development Studies, Norwegian 
University of the  Life Sciences 
 
 
Education: 
Cornell University    1957-58  Industrial & Labor Relations 
Brooklyn College    1958-61  Sociology Anthropology BA   1961    
University of Michigan    1961-69  Anthropology            MA  1963 

PhD 1969  
 
Fields of Specialization: 
 
Agrarian Change, Land and Water Reform, Anthropology of Development, Environmental 
Anthropology, River Basin Development, Social Impact Analysis, Political Ecology, Economic 
Anthropology, Southern Africa, West Africa. 
 
Languages: 
 
French and Fulfulde 
 
Fellowships and Grants: 
 
New York State Regents Scholarship, 1957-61 
 
Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, National Institute of Mental Health, 1962-68 
 
Pre-Doctoral Research Grant, National Institute of Mental Health, 1965-67 
 
National Science Foundation Dissertation Research Grant Supplement, 1965-67 
 
Women in Development, Teaching Award, 1980   
 
Faculty Fellowship, Midwest Universities Consortium for International Activities (MUCIA) for 
Conference on International Development and Social Impact Analysis, 1981. 
 
Title XII Grants for Social Impact Analysis 1982, 1986. 
 
All University Research Initiation Grant for Social Impact Analysis of Drummond Island, 
Michigan, 1987 
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Senior Research Fulbright, Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe, for 
the study of rural development in the Mid-Zambezi Valley, 1990.   
 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation Grant Fragile Lands, Fragile Lakes for the 
Lake Malawi portion, 1990-1993 (co-principal investigator with Drs. A. Ferguson, C. Harris, 
D. Wiley) 
 
Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Grant for Research on the Mid-
Zambezi Rural Development Project, 1990. 
 
Social Science Research Council - The Project on African Agriculture, Conservation, 
agriculture and natural resource management: The dilemmas of land-use planning in the 
Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe (with Professor M.W. Murphree), 1991-1992. 
 
Global Competence Award for the Study of Resettled Populations in the Mid-Zambezi Rural 
Development Project in Zimbabwe, Michigan State University, 1995 
 
The Center for Advanced Study of International Development and Women and Development, 
Senior Fellow Award, 1995-1996 and 1996-97 
 
All University Research Initiation Grant for Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Water and Natural 
Resource Management in the Mid-Zambezi River Basin, 1996 
 
Broadening Access and Strengthening Input Market Systems (BASIS) Collaborative Research 
Support Program (CRSP) with the Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe 
for the comparative study of the Mazowe and Mupfure Pilot Catchments (September 1998-
August 1999; renewed for 1999-2000 and 2000-2001) and watershed management in 
Zimbabwe, Malawi and Mozambique 
 
Fulbright-Hays Faculty Research Abroad Program (1999-2000) for Redividing the Waters: The 
Water Reform Process and Catchment Councils in Zimbabwe. 
 
Redividing the Waters: The Water Reform Process and Catchment Councils in Zimbabwe, 
(2000) the Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research. 
 
National Science Foundation, Ethnographic Training Grant - awarded to Department of 
Anthropology (with Professors Goldstein, Medina, Ferguson, Whiteford) for 5 years of support 
for graduate student training (2000-2005). 
 
Water Research Fund for Southern Africa Broadening Access and Integrating Water 
Management Institutions:  Zimbabwe's and Malawi's Experiences with Water Sector Reform 
with Anne Ferguson, Wapu Mulwafu and Francis Gonese (2001-2002) 
 
Broadening Access and Strengthening Input Market Systems (BASIS) Collaborative Research 
Support Program (CRSP) with the Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe 
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and the University of Malawi Institutional Dimensions of Water Policy Reform in Southern 
Africa:  Addressing Critical Water-land Intersections in Broadening Access to Key Factors of 
Production, Principal Investigator 2001-2002 
 
Department of Anthropology, Michigan State University Graduate Student Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, 2001-2002 
 
BASIS Mentors’ Grant for the Supervision of Mr. Pinnie Sithole, Centre for Applied Social 
Sciences, University of Zimbabwe, 2003 
 
Land, Water and Poverty in Southern Africa, Breaking with the Past, Research Council of 
Norway, January 1, 2005-December 31, 2007. 
 
Where Land Meets Water: Wetlands, Gender and Agriculture in Southern Africa and South 
America, Global Thematic Areas Initiative, Michigan State University  with Profs. Siglinda 
Snapp, Antoinette Prins Winkler and Anne Ferguson. 
 
Fulbright Award 2006 for the Study of Norway’s Human Rights Based Approach to 
International Development Assistance and teaching at the Department of International 
Environment and Development Studies (Noragric), Norwegian University of the Life Sciences. 
 
In the Shadow of a Conflict: Impacts of Zimbabwe’s Land Reform on Rural Poverty and 
Development in Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia, Research Council of Norway, January 
1, 2007-December 31, 2009. 
 
Administrative Experience: 
 
Socioeconomic Team Leader Gambia River Basin Studies.  University of Michigan. Sept. 1, 
1984 - August 31, 1985. 
 
Acting Director, African Studies Center.  Jan. 1, 1987 - June 30, 1987. 
 
Associate Director, African Studies Center.  September 1, 1987 - 1990 
 
Associate Director for Research, African Studies Center.  September 1, 1993 - 
 
Graduate Education Coordinator for the Center for Advanced Study of International 
Development and Women and Development.  September 1997-May 1999 
 
Principal Investigator  for the BASIS CRSP Institutional Dimensions of Water Policy Reform 
in Southern Africa:  Addressing Critical Water-land Intersections in Broadening Access to Key 
Factors of Production 2001-2002  
 
Teaching Experience: 
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Professor of Anthropology and African Studies, Michigan State University, 1979-present 
 
Visiting Professor, Department of International Environment and Development Studies, 
Norwegian University of the Life Sciences, 2006, Aas, Norway. 
 
Associate Professor Anthropology and African Studies, Michigan State University, 1973-79 
 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology and African Studies, Michigan State University, 1968-73 
 
Visiting Associate Professor of Anthropology, University of Toronto, May 1975 - August 1976 
 
Course Director - York University (Atkinson College), Summer 1975 
 
Research Experience:
 
Dec. 1965 - Aug. 1967:  Among the Fulbe in the Fouta-Djallon, Guinea. 
 
April - May 1974:  Senegal River area; Bakel, Senegal & Selibaby, Mauritania.   
 
January - March, May 1983:  Anthropological Consultant, Gambia River Basin Studies. 
 
Sept. 1983 - March 1985: Team Leader, Socio-Economic Studies for University of Michigan's 
Gambia River Basin Studies in The Gambia, Guinea and Senegal.  
 
February-March 1986: Evaluation of the Mixed Farming and Natural Resource Project, The 
Gambia. 
   
August-September 1986: Assessment of Educational Needs of South Africans and Namibians 
in Southern Africa (Zambia, Botswana, South Africa and Zimbabwe) 
 
July-August 1987: Issues in The Study of Common Property and River Basin Development in  
The Zimbabwean Portion of the Zambezi River Valley. 
 
February 1989: Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project, Zimbabwe 
 
March 1989: Socio-Economic Fishing Research Issues on Lake Malawi/Niassa, Malawi. 
 
January 1990 - February 1991: Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project, Zimbabwe. 
 
February and August 1990; March 1991: Fishing Communities on Lake Malawi/Niassa;. 
 
January-March 1992: Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe, Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project 
and Natural Resource Management; Fishing communities, Fishing and Lake Policy issues on 
Lake Malawi/Niassa, Malawi. 
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September-November 1992: Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe, Mid-Zambezi Rural Development 
Project and Natural Resource Management; Fishing communities, Fishing and Lake Policy 
issues on Lake Malawi/Niassa, Malawi. 
 
June-August 1993: Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe, Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project and 
exploring new field research; Fishing and Lake Policy Issues on Lake Malawi, exploring new 
research possibilities. 
 
August-September 1994: Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe, Land-Use Issues in Guruve District, 
Natural Resource Management Programs. 
 
May-July 1995: Zambezi Valley, Land Use in the Eastern Valley, Resettlement.  Madagascar, 
working with an anthropology graduate student on natural resource management and resource 
access in the peripheral zone of Ranomafana National Park. 
 
May-August 1996: Ranovao Village, Madagascar. Concluding fieldwork with an anthropology 
graduate student on changing medical access and natural resource management; Zambezi 
Valley, working with a graduate student in the Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project to 
assess project's impacts upon women's gardens; initiating a study on the socio-cultural 
dimensions of water and natural resource management in the Mid-Zambezi River Basin. 
 
July-August 1997 and January 1998: Beginning research on a comparative study of two 
catchments/watersheds in Zimbabwe: The Mazowe and the Mupfure as part of the Centre for 
Applied Social Sciences research program on natural resource management. 
 
July-August 1998 and January 1999: Research on the comparative study of two pilot 
catchment/watershed Councils in Zimbabwe - Mazowe and the Mupfure - as part of a larger 
study of the water reform process in Southern Africa. 
 
November- August 1999; November-December 2000: Continuation of research on the water 
reform process in Southern Africa. 
 
March 2001 - Exploratory trip to Namibia and South Africa to see research possibilities for 
expanding the water reform study. 
 
June-August 2001 - Continuation of research on the water reform process in Zimbabwe and 
Southern Africa 
 
April 2002, June-August 2002 - Continuation of research in Zimbabwe under BASIS II 
 
January & August 2003 - Supervision of graduate students at the University of Zimbabwe and 
return visit to field sites 
 
February 2004 - Supervision of Graduate Students and continued fieldwork in Mhondoro, 
Zimbabwe 
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May-June 2005 - visit to Limpopo and Mpulumanga Provinces in South Africa to select field 
sites for new research grant. 
 
January-February, June-July 2006 – field research Luvuvhu Catchment, Limpopo Province, 
South Africa 
 
February, May 2007 - field research Luvuvhu Catchment, Limpopo Province, South Africa 
 
 
Editorial Experience: 
 
Exploring new understandings of resource tenure and reform in the context of globalisation • 
EDITORIAL and guest editor for Land Use Policy 
In Press, Corrected Proof, Available online 24 August 2006 
Tor A. Benjaminsen, Bill Derman and Espen Sjaastad 
 
Editor with Scott Whiteford of the Conflict and Change Series for Westview Press.  16 
volumes published. 
 
Former Book Review Editor - Rural Africana 
 
Former Editor, Bulletin of the Association of Concerned Africanist Scholars 
 
Guest Editor, African Rural and Urban Studies, special issue on Grassroots Perspectives on 
Democratization in Southern Africa 
 
Dissertation: 
 
Fulbe, Serf and Peasant:  Dimensions of Change in the Fouta-Djallon (Guinea) 
 
Publications: 
 
2007 Citizenship and Identity: Conflicts over Land and Water in Contemporary Africa 

edited with Rie Odgaard and Espen Sjaastad. London: James Currey. 
 
2007 Introduction to Citizenship and Identity: Conflicts over Land and Water in 

Contemporary Africa co-authored by Rie Odgaard and Espen Sjaastad.  London: 
James Currey. 

 
2007 Land, Identity and Violence in Zimbabwe co-authored by Anne Hellum in Citizenship, 

Identity and Conflicts over Land and Water in Contemporary Africa edited with Rie 
Odgaard and Espen Sjaastad.  London: James Currey. 
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2005 The Incredible Heaviness of Water: Water Policy and Water Reform in the new 
Millennium in Southern Africa in Globalization, Water and Health: Resource 
Management in Times of Scarcity edited by Linda and Scott Whiteford.  Sante Fe: 
School of American Research, pp. 209-230. 

 
2005 Negotiating Water Rights in the Context of a New Political and Legal Landscape in 

Zimbabwe (co-authored by Anne Hellum) in Mobile People, Mobile Law: Expanding 
Legal Relations in a Contracting World edited by Franz von Benda-Beckmann, Keebet 
von Benda-Beckmann and Anne Griffiths.  Aldershot and Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 
pp.177-198. 

 
2005 Whose Water?  The Political Ecology of Water Reform in Zimbabwe (co-authored by 

Anne Ferguson) in Political Ecology Across Spaces, Scales and Social Groups edited 
by Lisa Gezon and Susan Paulson, Rutgers University Press, Fall, pp. 61-75. 

 
2004 Re-negotiating Water and Land Rights in Zimbabwe: Some Reflections on Legal 

Pluralism, Identity and Power. (Co-authored by Anne Hellum) In J. Murison, A. 
Griffiths, K. King, (Eds) Remaking Law in Africa. Centre for African Studies, 
University of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, pp. 233-260. 

 
2004 Land Reform and Human Rights in Contemporary Zimbabwe: Balancing Individual and 

Social Justice through an Integrated Human Rights Framework (co-authored by Anne 
Hellum) in World Development 32 (10) pp. 1785-1805. 

 
2003 Cultures of Development and Indigenous Knowledge: The Erosion of Traditional 

Boundaries Africa Today.50 (2) pp. 67-86 
 
2003 The Value of Water:  Political Ecology and Water Reform in Southern Africa A co-

authored by Anne Ferguson,  Human Organization a special issue on Political Ecology 
edited by Susan Paulson and Lisa Gezon,  Vol. 62 (3), pp. 277-288. 

 
2003 Neither Tragedy nor Enclosure:  Are There Inherent Human Rights in Water 

Management in Zimbabwe's Communal Lands?  co-authored by Anne Hellum in 
Securing Land Rights in Africa edited by Tor A. Benjaminsen and Christian Lund. 
London and Portland, OR: Frank Cass, pp. 31-50. 

 
2003 Water Reform: Its Multiple Interfaces with Land Reform and Resettlement (co-authored 

by  Francis Gonese) in Delivering Land and Securing Livelihood: Post-Independence 
Land Reform and Resettlement in Zimbabwe edited by Michael Roth and Francis 
Gonese.  Harare and Madison, WI: Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of 
Zimbabwe and Land Tenure Center, University of Wisconsin. Pp.287-307.  
http://www.wisc.edu/ltc/live/zimbabwe/zimbook/zimbook.pdf

 



 
 8 

2002 Neither Tragedy nor Enclosure:  Are There Inherent Human Rights in Water 
Management in Zimbabwe's Communal Lands?  co-authored by Anne Hellum in The 
European Journal of Development Research Vol. 14 (2) pp. 31-50 

 
2000 Writing Against Hegemony: Development Encounters in Zimbabwe and Malawi co-

authored by Anne Ferguson in  Development Encounters: Sites of Participation and 
Knowledge edited by Pauline Peters.  Harvard University Press for the Harvard Institute 
of International Development, pp. 121-155 

 
1999 Against the Flow: Activism and Advocacy in the Reform of Zimbabwe=s Water Sector. 

(Co-authored by Anne Ferguson) in Culture and Agriculture,  21 (3): pp. 3-9. 
 
1999 Water and the Environment in the Water Reform Process in Zimbabwe: Contested 

Practices and Understandings.  Co-authored with Anne Ferguson in Water Policy: 
Security Issues, eds. Scott Witter and Scott Whiteford.  International Review of 
Comparative Public Policy, 11, pp. 207-228. 

 
1998  Balancing the Waters: Development and Hydropolitics in Contemporary Zimbabwe. in 

John Donahue &  Barbara Rose Johnston (eds.)  Water, Culture and Power: Local 
Struggles in a Global Context.  New York: Island Press, 1998, pp. 73-94 

 
1997 Nature, Development and Culture in the Zambezi Valley in Life and Death Matters: 

Human Rights and the Environment at the End of the Millennium  edited by Barbara 
Rose Johnston.  Altamira Press, 1997, pp. 63-80. 

 
1997 How Green Was My Valley! Land Use and Economic Development in the Zambezi 

Valley, Zimbabwe in Research in Economic Anthropology edited by Barry Isaac, 
Volume 18. Greenwich, Ct: Greenwood, pp. 331-380 

 
1995 Human Rights, Environment, and Development: The Dispossession of Fishing 

Communities on Lake Malawi. co-authored by  Anne Ferguson. Human Ecology 
Vol.23(2) pp. 125-142. 

 
1995 Environmental NGOS, Dispossession, and the State: The Ideology and Praxis of African 

Nature and Development. Human Ecology Vol. 23(2) pp.199-216. 
 
1994 Introduction - Grassroots Perspectives on Democratization in Southern Africa. (co-

authored by  Anne Ferguson) African Rural and Urban Studies Vol. 1(2) pp. 7-11. 
          
1994 Democracy, Development, and Human Rights in Zimbabwe: A Contradictory Terrain 

(co-authored by  James Murombedzi) African Rural and Urban Studies Vol. 1(2) pp. 
119-143. 

 
1993 The New Development Rhetoric and Lake Malawi (co-authored by Anne Ferguson and  

Richard Mkandawire).  Africa Vol. 63 (1).  
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1993 Human Rights, Environment and Development: The Dispossession of Fishing 

Communities on Lake Malawi (co-authored by Anne Ferguson) in Human Rights and 
the Environment: Sociocultural context of Environmental Crisis published by the 
Society for Applied Anthropology. 

 
1993 Human Rights, Environment and Development: The Dispossession of Fishing 

Communities on Lake Malawi. (co-authored by Anne Ferguson) In Who Pays the Price? 
 The Sociocultural Context of Environmental Crisis, B.R. Johnston ed.  Washington, 
D.C:  Island Press, pp. 121-128. 

 
1992 Careless Development: Voices from the Mid-Zambezi Rural Development Project.  

Culture and Agriculture. July,  Number 44.  
 
1990 River Basin Development: Dilemmas for Peasants and Planners . In African Food 

Systems in Crisis: Part II: Contending with Change edited by Rebecca Huss-Ashmore 
and Solomon H. Katz.. New York: Gordon and Breach, pp. 29-42. 

 
1990 Informant Interviewing in International Social Impact Assessment in Methods for 

International Social Analysis in Developing Countries edited by K. Finsterbusch, J. 
Ingersoll and L. Llewellyn.  Boulder: Westview Press, pp. 107-126. 

 
1985 Rural Development in the Gambia River Basin (with Frank Casey, Cynthia Moore, et 

al.)  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor: Center for Research on Economic 
Development.  1985. 

 
1985 Social Impact Analysis and Development Planning in the Third World edited with Scott 

Whiteford.  Boulder: Westview Press.  1985. 
 
1984 USAID in the Sahel:  Development and Poverty in Politics of Agriculture in Tropical 

Africa.  edited by Jonathan Barker.  Beverly Hills: Sage, pp. 77-98 
 
1981 Race and Class, Society and Biology:  Problems in the Analysis of South Africa. in 

Southern Africa:  Social Structure, Economy and Liberation, edited by Alan Isaacman 
and David Wiley.  East Lansing:  African Studies Center, 285-299. 

 
1980 Cooperatives, Initiative, Participation and Socio-economic Change in the Sahel in 

Sahelian Social Development, edited by Steven Reyna.  REDSO, Abidjan, pp. 605-702. 
 
1977 Serfdom and Its Demise in the Fouta-Djallon in Studies in Peasant Livelihood, edited by 

James Dow and Rhoda Halperin.  New York:  St. Martin's Press, 189-200.  
 
1977 Peasants, Propaganda, Economics and Exploitation:  A Response to Dalton. (co-

authored by Michael Levin).  American Anthropologist. Vol. 79(1) pp. 119-125.  1977. 
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1976 Cooperatives in the Republic of Guinea:  Problems of Revolutionary Transformation, in 
Hopkins, N., Nash, J. and Dandler, J.; Popular Participation in Social Change:  
Cooperatives, Collectives and Nationalized Industry.  Mouton, pp. 413-329. 

 
1973 Serfs, Peasants and Socialists:  A Study of a Former Serf Village in Republic of Guinea. 

 Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press. 
 
1972 Peasants:  The African Exception?  American Anthropologist.  74(3) pp. 779-782. 
 
Review Articles:
 
Elites and Peasants:  Two Views of African Political History,  Reviews in Anthropology, #3(1), 
pp. 73-82.  Jan. - Feb. 1976. 
 
Race, Anti-Racism and Anthropology,  Reviews in Anthropology, #3(4), pp. 452-462.  July - 
Aug.  1976.   
 
Mali's Socialist Years Reconsidered, Africa Today.  Vol. 24(4), pp. 83-87. Oct. - Dec. 1977. 
 
Pastoralism, the Sahelian Drought and Famine:  Anthropology's Response to a Crisis,  Reviews 
in Anthropology.  5(1), pp. 89-99.  Jan. 1978. 
 
Reviews:
 
Review of Politics, Bureaucracy, and Rural Development in Senegal, by Edward J. 
Schumacher.  Canadian Journal of African Studies, Vol. XI, pp. 560-61.  1977. 
 
Review of The Ethnography of Southwestern Angola, Volume I.  The Non-Bantu Peoples:  The 
Ambo Ethnic Group, by Carlos Estermann, Gordon D. Gibson, ed.  Africana Journal:  Vol. 
VIII(1), pp. 39-40.  1977. 
 
Review of Pastoralism in Tropical Africa, edited by Theodore Monod.  Canadian Journal of 
African Studies.  Vol. XI, pp. 177-79.  1977. 
 
Review of Heart in the Mind of Darkness by Hoyt Alverson.  Rural Africana, 6:77-78.  1977-
78. 
 
Review of Mines, Masters and Migrants:  Life in a Namibian Compound, by Robert Gordon.  
Rural Africana, 4/5:175-77.  1978-79. 
 
Review of Guinea:  The Mobilization of a People, by Claude Riviere.  African Studies Review:  
Vol. 81(3), 1979. 
 
Review of Aristocrats Facing Change:  The Fulbe in Guinea, Cameroon and Nigeria, by Victor 
Azayra.  American Anthropologist.  Vol. 81:672.  1979. 
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Review of Agricultural Change in Tropical Africa, by Kenneth Anthony, Bruce Johnston, 
William Jones and Victor Uchendu.  Rural Africana, 6:79-81.  1979-80. 
 
Review of Old Modes of Production and Capitalist Encroachment: Anthropological 
Explorations in Africa edited by Wim van Binsbergen and Peter Geschiere.  American 
Anthropologist. Vol. 89(1): 230-31, 1987. 
 
Review of Markets and Marketing: Monographs in Economic Anthropology, No. 4 edited 
by Stuart Plattner.  American Ethnologist Vol.14(4): 785-86, 1987 
 
Review of Development Economics on Trial: The Anthropological Case for a Prosecution 
by Polly Hill. American Anthropologist Vol.92(2): 537-38, 1990. 
 
Review of Land and Society in Contemporary Africa edited by R.E. Downs and S.P. 
Reyna. American Anthropologist Vol.92(4): 1049-50, 1990. 
 
Review of Land Reform in Zimbabwe: Constraints and Prospect edited by T.A.S. 
Bowyer-Bower and Colin Stoneman.  European Journal of Development Research, Vol. 
14 (1) June 2002  pp. 292-294 
 
Review of Hydropolitics in the Developing World: A Southern African Perspective edited 
by Anthony Turton and R. Henwood Environmental Change and Security Project, Report 
#9, 2003. Washington D.C., The Woodrow Wilson Foundation, Pp. 100-103. 
 
In Preparation: 
 
Exploring new understandings of resource tenure and reform in the context of globalisation  
editorial and guest edited volume of Land Use Policy. In Press, Corrected Proof, Available 
online 24 August 2006 Tor A. Benjaminsen, Bill Derman and Espen Sjaastad 
 
Livelihood rights perspective on water reform: Reflections on rural Zimbabwe • ARTICLE 
In Press, Corrected Proof, Available online 8 September 2006.  Co-authored by Anne Hellum in 
Land Use Policy doi:10.1016/j.landusepol.2006.06.001 
 
Intersections of Law, Human Rights and Water Management in Zimbabwe: Implications for 
Rural Livelihoods co-authored by Anne Hellum, Emmanuel Manzungu, Rose Machiridza and 
Pinnie Sithole in Community-Based Water Law And Water Resource Management Reform In 
Developing Countries edited by Barbara van Koppen, John Butterworth and Ibrahima Juma.  
CABI 2007 or 2008. 
 
Strategic Questions for Claimant Communities, Government and Strategic Partners: Challenges 
and Pitfalls in South Africa’s New Model of Land Restitution co-authored by Edward Lahiff 
and Espen Sjaastad prepared for Land, Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives on 
Land Restitution in South Africa

 

, Houw Houk, South Africa, September 11-13, 2006 being 
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considered for publication. 
 
Land Restitution in South Africa: the Ambiguities of Devolution in Limpopo Province 
Anne Hellum and Bill Derman Paper Prepared for the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology  Conference on Law and Governance Halle November 9-11 2006 being 
considered for publication. 
 
“Zimbabweans had, through the agrarian reform programme, found joy because their 
greatest heritage land had been returned to them:” Re-examining Zimbabwe’s 
Contemporary History Through the Lens of Land Reform.  Paper submitted to the Journal 
of Southern African Studies  
 
The Political Ecology of a Fishery Crisis in Malawi with Anne Ferguson in African Rural 
and Urban Studies. In press. 
 
Monograph assessing the social, ecological and economic impacts of the Mid-Zambezi 
Rural Development Project 
 
A book on Land, Water and Human Rights in Southern Africa to be co-authored with 
Anne Hellum 
 
Reports: 
 
Rural Development in the Gambia River Basin.  Final Report of the Socioeconomic Team 
for the Gambia River Basin Studies Project of the University of Michigan, Center for 
Research on Economic Development.  Ann Arbor.  September 1985. (330 pp.) 
 
Evaluation of the Mixed Farming and Natural Resources Project, The Gambia.  March 
1986.  
 
River Basin Development in West Africa:  Dilemmas for Planners and Peasants in The 
Gambia River Basin Discussion paper No. 117 from the Center for Research on Economic 
Development, The University of Michigan, February 1987. 
 
The Educational Crisis in South Africa and Namibia:  Implications for Donors (with 
David Gordon).  March 1987. African Studies Center, Michigan State University 
 
Reflections on Research Issues and Strategies for a Long-Term Study of Common 
Property and Natural Resource Management with Particular Emphasis upon the Zambezi 
River Basin. Center for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe.    
Working Paper. July 1987. 
 
The Changing Nature of Third World Poverty in the 1990s: A Policy Focus.  May 1988.  
Center for Advanced Study in International Development, Michigan State University. 
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Democracy, Self-Determination and Processes of Empowerment in Sub-Saharan Africa 
published in the Packet for World Food Day, 1988. 
 
Preliminary Observations on Fish and Fishing in Malawi (with  Anne Ferguson.  African 
Studies Center, Michigan State University. African Studies Center, 1989. 
 
The Unsettling of the Zambezi Valley: An examination of the Mid-Zambezi Rural 
Development Project. Centre for Applied Social Sciences Working Paper. September 
1990. 
 
The Dispossession of Fishing Communities on Lake Malawi (with  Anne Ferguson) in 
Who Pays the Price? Examining the Sociocultural Context of Environmental Crisis.  A 
Society for Applied Anthropology Report on Human Rights and the Environment. June 
1993. 
 
Changing Land-Use in the Eastern Zambezi Valley: Socio-Economic Considerations A 
106 page Report submitted to the World Wide Fund for Nature - Zimbabwe and the 
Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe. October 1995.   
 
Preliminary Reflections on a Comparative Study of the Mazowe and Mupfure Pilot  
Catchments in the Context of Zimbabwe=s New Water Act  Report for CASS 
September 1997.   
 
Toward Reforming The Institutional and Legal Basis of the Water Sector in Zimbabwe: 
Current Weaknesses, Recent Initiatives and Their Operational Problems edited with 
Calvin Nhira.  CASS Occasional Paper: Harare, Zimbabwe, 1997. 
 
Brief Reflections on Water Law, Water Rights Water Discourse and the Zambezi Valley 
in Toward Reforming The Institutional and Legal Basis of the Water Sector in Zimbabwe: 
Current Weaknesses, Recent Initiatives and Their Operational Problems edited with 
Calvin Nhira. CASS Occasional Paper: Harare, Zimbabwe, 1997. 
 
Post-Script for Toward Reforming The Institutional and Legal Basis of the Water Sector 
in Zimbabwe: Current Weaknesses, Recent Initiatives and Their Operational Problems 
edited with Calvin Nhira. CASS Occasional Paper: Harare, Zimbabwe, 1997. 
 
Democratizing the Environment: Land and Water Reform in Southern Africa at the End of 
the Millennium.  Working Paper the Center for Development and the Environment, 
University of Oslo, 1999. 
 
Decentralization, Devolution and Development: Reflections on the Water Reform Process 
in Zimbabwe co-authored by Anne Ferguson and Francis Gonese.  CASS, August 2000. 
 
Water Reform Policies:  The Zimbabwe Experience with  Francis Gonese  
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Claudious Chikozho, Jim Latham and Everisto Mapedza, Report to BASIS I available on 
the BASIS Website, University of Wisconsin.  January 2002. 
 
Promoting Equitable Access to Water Resources with Anne Ferguson and Pauline Peters. 
BASIS BRIEF, Number 9 February 2002. Madison, WI. 
 
 
Committees:  (major past and present university assignments) 
 
Chair, Graduate Admissions Committee, Anthropology, Chair, Curriculum Committee, 
Anthropology Department; Curriculum Committee, African Studies Center; Curriculum 
Committee, College of Social Science; Chairman, Advisory Committee, Anthropology 
Department; Faculty Advisor, Undergraduate Anthropology Club; Faculty Advisor, 
African Famine Relief Committee; Publications Committee, African Studies Center; 
Southern Africa Policy Committee, African Studies Center; Advisory Committee, African 
Studies Center; Faculty Council (University governance, elected); Academic Council 
(University governance, elected); Chair, Advisory Committee, Center for Advanced Study 
in International Development. University Advisory and Consultative Committee for 
International Studies and Projects. 
 
Societies: 
 
African Studies Association 
American Anthropological Association 
Society for Applied Anthropology 
Current Anthropology, Associate 
American Ethnological Society 
Canadian Association of African Studies 
International Association for the Study of Common Property 
Association of Concerned Africanist Scholars 
 
Papers: 
 
 
Whose Commons? Fishermen, Developmentalists and Conservationists on Lake Malawi 
(with Anne Ferguson and Richard Mkandawire) for the First Annual Meeting of the 
International Association for the Study of Common Property Meetings: Designing 
Sustainability on the Commons, Duke University, September 1990. 
 
The Unsettling of the Zambezi Valley: An examination of the Mid-Zambezi Rural 
Development Project Paper prepared for the Annual Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association, New Orleans, November 1990. 
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Mismanaging the Commons: Development Strategies and the Future of Lake Malawi 
(with Anne Ferguson). 20th Annual Meeting of the Canadian Association of African 
Studies.  Toronto, Canada, May 1991. 
 
Recreating Common Property Management: Government Projects and Land-Use Policy in 
the Mid-Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe. Paper prepared for the Second Annual Meeting of 
the International Association for Common Property Management, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
September 1991. 
 
The New Development Rhetoric and Lake Malawi: Another Fish Story? with Anne 
Ferguson.  Paper presented at the Culture and Agriculture Panel Harvesting the Waters, 
American Anthropological Association Annual Meetings, Chicago, IL. November, 1991. 
 
Conservation, Agriculture and Natural Resource Management and the Dilemmas of Land-
Use Planning in the Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe. Paper presented at the Social Science 
Research Council and Council for the Development of Economic and Social Research in 
Africa Workshop on Resource Conservation and Ecological Vulnerability, Dakar, 
Senegal.  January 1992. 
 
Sustainability and Diversity in Planned Change: A Case Study from the Zambezi Valley, 
Zimbabwe. Paper presented at the Diversity in Food, Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Environment Conference, Michigan State University, June, 1992. 
 
State Property Regimes and Common Property Regimes: Strengthening the State.  Paper 
presented for the Third Annual Meeting of the International Association for the Study of 
Common Property, Washington, D.C. September 1992 
 
Environment and Development: A View from the Zambezi Valley. Paper presented for the 
Centre for Applied Social Sciences and WWF Seminar, University of Zimbabwe, 
November 1992. 
 
How Green Was My Valley? Ecology and Development in the Zambezi Valley, 
Zimbabwe. Paper prepared for the session People, Parks, Crops and Animals in Southern 
Africa: Environment and Development in a Contested Terrain at the 91st Annual Meeting 
of the American Anthropological Association,  San Francisco, November 1992. 
 
Human Rights, Environment and Development: The Dispossession of Fishing 
Communities on Lake Malawi (with Anne Ferguson).  Paper prepared for the session 
Human Rights and the Environment at the Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied 
Anthropology, San Antonio, Texas, March 1993. 
 
The Science and Politics of Crisis: A Re-analysis of the Collapse of a Fishery in Malawi 
(with Anne Ferguson). Paper prepared for the American Fisheries' Society Annual 
Meeting, Portland, Oregon. August 1993.  
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The Political Ecology of a Fishery Crisis in Malawi with  Anne Ferguson Annual 
Meetings of the African Studies Association, Boston, December 1993 
 
Environmental NGOS and the State: The Ideology and Praxis of African Nature and 
Development Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington, D.C., November 1993 
 
Socioeconomic Diversity among Lake Malawi's Small-Scale Fishers: Implications for 
Biological Diversity and Fisheries Management with Anne Ferguson and Richard 
Mkandawire, American Association for the Advancement of Science, San Francisco, 
January 1994 
 
Democracy and Development in Zimbabwe: A Sustainable Contradiction? Bill Derman 
and James Murombedzi, University of Zimbabwe. Paper prepared for the 37th Annual 
Meeting of the African Studies Association; Toronto, November 1994. 
 
Unsettling Ethnography: Conducting Fieldwork in a National Development Project in the 
Zambezi Valley, Zimbabwe. December 1994. Paper prepared for the 93rd Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Atlanta, Georgia at the Invited 
Session Interrogating Anthropology's Disciplinary Practice: Ethnography in the Present 
 
Democracy, Development and Human Rights in Zimbabwe: A Contradictory Terrain  Bill 
Derman and James Murombedzi. December 1994. Paper prepared for the 93rd Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Atlanta, Georgia 
 
Land-use Changes in the Eastern Zambezi Valley: Historical and Contemporary 
Perspective, July 1995 UZ sponsored by World Wide Fund For Nature, Harare and the 
Centre for Applied Social Sciences, University of Zimbabwe  
 
The Politics of Knowledge in Development: Interfaces among Development Practitioners, 
Scientists, Fishers and Farmers in Southern Africa co-authored by  Anne Ferguson 
presented October 28, 1995 at the Development Encounter Workshop sponsored by the 
Harvard Institute for International Development and the Social Science Research Council 
 
Diversity, Differentiation and Development on Lake Malawi co-authored by  Anne 
Ferguson presented at the 94th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological 
Association, Washington, D.C. November 15-19, 1995. 
 
Structure and Contingency: Science and Fishers in The New Global Environmental 
Facilities Project on Lake Malawi co-authored by  Anne Ferguson presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Baltimore, Maryland, March 28-31, 
1996. 
 
Balancing the Waters: Hydropolitics and Development in Zimbabwe paper presented 
1996 at the AAA Executive Program Committee Invited Session Development as Ideology 
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and Practice: Africanist (Retro)Spectives for the 95th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, San Francisco, November 1996. 
 
Identity and Rice: Development and Ethnicity in Ranomafana, Madagascar with Janice 
Harper.  Paper presented at the Annual Meetings of the African Studies Association, San 
Francisco California November, 1996. 
 
Water, Life and the Politics of Scarcity with Anne Ferguson.  Paper presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Seattle, Washington, March 
1997. 
 
Water Rights, Human Rights and the Environment: Rethinking Water Law in Southern 
Africa with  Calvin Nhira.  Paper prepared for the 96th Annual Meeting of the American 
Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C. November 1997. 
 
One Dimensional Reality? War, Violence, Reconciliation and Contemporary Africa paper 
prepared for Imagining War and Imagining Peace in Africa: Anthropological 
Perspectives Invited Session of the Association for Africanist Anthropology with Marc 
Sommers for the 96th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington D.C., November 1997 
 
Against the Flow: Activism and Advocacy in the Reform of Zimbabwe=s Water Sector. 
(Co-authored by Anne Ferguson).  Paper presented at the Society for Applied 
Anthropology Annual Meetings, San Juan, Puerto Rico. April 1998. 
 
Democratizing the Environment?  The Water Reform Process in Zimbabwe paper 
presented at Rethinking Water Resources in the Ea of Neoliberal Political and Economic 
Hegemony.  Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  African Studies Association 41st Annual 
Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, October 29-November 1, 1998.  
 
Democratizing the Environment?  The Water Reform Process in Zimbabwe paper 
presented at Rethinking Water Resources in the Ea of Neoliberal Political and Economic 
Hegemony.  Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  American Anthropological Association 97th 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, December 2-6, 1998. 
 
Representing the Environment: Emerging Dialogues in the Southern African Water 
Reform Process.  Co-authored with Anne Ferguson.  Paper presented at the Society for 
Applied Anthropology Meetings, Tucson, Arizona, April 1999. 
 
Water Rights vs. Right to Water: Reflections on Zimbabwe=s Water Reforms from a 
Human Rights Perspective.  Co-authored with Anne Ferguson.  Paper Presented at the 
Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Illinois, Nov. 
17-22, 1999. 
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Democratizing the Environment: Land and Water Reform in Southern Africa at the End of 
the Millennium which was presented at an international conference entitled African 
Development at the End of the Millennium in Honor of Gwendolyn Carter at the Five 
Colleges in Massachusetts, September 1999. 
 
Land Reform and Human Rights in Contemporary Zimbabwe: Balancing Individual and 
Social Justice Through an Integrated Human Rights Framework, 2000, (co-authored by  
Anne Hellum).  Paper Prepared for the African Studies Association Annual Meeting, 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
The Value of Water: Political Ecology and Water Reform in Southern Africa (co-authored 
by  Anne Ferguson), 2000.   Paper Prepared for the Panel on Political Ecology for the 
Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, 
November. 
 
Water Unites Us: Water Divides Us: Race and Water in Contemporary Zimbabwe 2001.  
Paper Prepared for the American Ethnological Society and Canadian Anthropology 
Society Joint Meetings, May 3-6, 2001, Montreal for the Panel: The Ethics of 
Ethnography in the Racialized Postcolony: Choosing and Changing Sides in Zimbabwe 
organized by Eric Worby and Blair Rutherford 
 
Neither Tragedy nor Enclosure: Reflections on Water Management in the Communal 
Lands of Zimbabwe co-authored by Anne Hellum, Paper prepared for the Seminar 
Formalisation and Informalisation of Land and Water Rights in Africa Seminar organised 
by the ACustom and Conflict in Land and Water Management in Africa, Skodsborg 
Kurhotel, Skodsborg, Denmark.  September 6-7, 2001 
 
Land Reform and Human Rights in Contemporary Zimbabwe: Balancing Individual and 
Social Justice Through an Integrated Human Rights Framework greatly revised version of 
paper presented earlier co-authored by Anne Hellum Paper Prepared for Land Reform and 
Conflict Management in Southern Africa United States Institute of Peace, Washington, 
D.C. October 22, 2001 organized by  Bill Kinsey. 
 
Power, Race and Water: Decentralization and the Land Crisis in Southern Africa.  Paper 
prepared for American Anthropological Association 100th Annual Meetings, Washington 
D.C., November 28-December 2, 2001 for the Panel Decentralization and New 
Environmental Institutions: Contingency, Uncertainty and New Paradigms of Knowledge 
Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson. 
 
Cultures of Development: Committees, Workshops and Indigenous Knowledges 
Paper prepared for May 10-11, Conference on Oral Heritage and Indigenous Knowledge 
at the University of Indiana. 
 
Decentralizing Rights to Water?; Water Reforms, Informalization and Customary Rights 
in Southern Africa coauthored by Anne Hellum for the Panel Creating or Losing Common 
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Property? Decentralizing Rights to Land and Water in Malawi, Zimbabwe and the US  
Panel for the International Association for The Study of Common Property 9th Biennial 
Conference, June 2002, Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe. 
 
Policy Making, People and Power:  Water Reform in Southern Africa co-authored by  
Anne Ferguson.  Paper prepared for the American Anthropological Association 
conference on Anthropology and Public Policy  University of Georgia, September 2002. 
 
The Incredible Heaviness of Water: Water Policy and Water Reform in the new 
Millennium in Southern Africa  School of American Research, October 8 & 9 2002 for 
Globalization, Water and Health: Resource Management in Times of Scarcity organized 
by Linda and Scott Whiteford 
 
International, National And Local Law In The Intersection Of Water And Land Reform 
co-authored by Anne Hellum Paper Prepared For The Conference Mobile People, Mobile 
Law, 7th-9th November, 2002 At The Max Planck Institute For Social Anthropology, Halle, 
Germany. 
 
Reflections on Human Rights, The Environment and Natural Resource Management in 
Southern Africa for The Human Rights Based Development Approach: From Norms to 
Practice Joint Workshop for invited participants initiated by the Centre for Development 
and the Environment and the Institute of Public and International Law and Institute of 
Human Rights, University of Oslo  4-5 November 2002  
 
From Local Practice to Human Rights: Local Water Management Practices in Mhondoro 
Communal Land in Zimbabwe co-authored by Anne Hellum for The Human Rights Based 
Development Approach: From Norms to Practice Joint Workshop for invited participants 
initiated by the Centre for Development and the Environment and the Institute of Public 
and International Law and Institute of Human Rights, University of Oslo  4-5 November 
2002  
 
Development Encounters: Decentralization, Violence and Water Reform in Zimbabwe 
paper presented at Speaking Anthropology to Power: Policy Encounters in International 
Agricultural and Environmental Research, Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  American 
Anthropological Association 101st Annual Meetings, November 2002, New Orleans, La. 
 
The Incredible Heaviness of Water: Water Policy and Water Reform in the new 
Millennium in Southern Africa Paper prepared for the Plenary Session Globalization, 
Water and Health: Resource Management in Times of Scarcity at the Annual Meetings of 
the Society for Applied Anthropology, Portland, Oregon March 20-23 2003 
 
Water Reform: Its Multiple Interfaces with Land Reform and Resettlement co-authored 
by  Francis Gonese Paper prepared for the Symposium Delivering Land and Securing 
Livelihood: Post-Independence Land Reform and Resettlement in Zimbabwe, Nyanga, 24-
26 March 2003 
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Re-Negotiating Water And Land Rights In Zimbabwe: Some Reflections On Legal 
Pluralism, Identity And Power co-authored by Anne Hellum paper prepared for the 
conference Remaking Law in Africa: Transnationalism, Persons and Rights at The 
African Studies Center, University of Edinburgh, May 21 and 22, 2003 
 
The Land is the Economy and the Economy is Land: Reassessing Zimbabwe=s Land 
Reform, African Studies Center, Leiden, July 24, 2003. 
 
Water as a Human Right: Southern African Perspectives Paper presented at the Panel on 
Water Issues in Contemporary Africa at  the African Studies Association Annual Meeting, 
Boston, MA October 30-November 2 2003.Class Matters: A Southern African Reading  
Paper prepared for the American Anthropological Association Annual Meetings, Chicago, 
IL November 19-23, 2003 for the Invited Panel on CLASS presented on November 22, 
2003.  
 
Observations on Zimbabwe’s Water Reform Program in the Shadow of Land Reform 
presented at the International Water Management Institute, Pretoria, February 2004 
 
Intersections of Human Rights and Customs: A Livelihood Perspective on Water Laws 
(co-authored by Anne Hellum and Pinnie Sithole)  presented at the International 
Workshop on African Water Laws: Plural Legislative Frameworks for Rural Water 
Management in Africa, 26-28 January 2005, Gauteng, South Africa 
 
Zimbabwe’s Land Reforms, 1980-2004: What Lessons are There? Paper presented at the 
Namaqualand Colloquium: Towards Sustainable Land Use in Namaqualand, Springbok 
South Africa, 24-26 May 2005. 
 
Intersections of Human Rights and Customs: A Livelihood Perspective on Water Laws 
(co-authored by Anne Hellum and Pinnie Sithole) presented at the Norwegian Association 
for Development Research, Norwegian University of the Life Sciences, Aas, 20-21 June, 
2005. 
 
“Zimbabweans had, through the agrarian reform programme, found joy because their greatest 
heritage land had been returned to them” Re-examining Zimbabwe’s Contemporary History 
Through the Lens of Land Reform for the Session Human Rights Discourses in Africa: 
Changing Debates, Dilemmas and Opportunities, the Annual Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association Meetings, Washington D.C. November 30-December 4, 2005 
 
After Zimbabwe’s Fast Track Land Reform: Preliminary Observations on the Near Future of 
Zimbabwe’s Efforts to Resist Globalization presented at The Frontier of Land Issues: Social 
Embeddedness of Rights and Public Policy. Colloque International, 17, 18, 19 mai 2006, 
Montpellier, France 
 
Strategic Questions for Claimant Communities, Government and Strategic Partners: Challenges 
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and Pitfalls in South Africa’s New Model of Land Restitution co-authored by Edward Lahiff 
and Espen Sjaastad prepared for Land, Memory, Reconstruction and Justice: Perspectives on 
Land Restitution in South Africa

 

, Houw Houk, South Africa, September 11-13, 2006 
 
Land Restitution in South Africa: the Ambiguities of Devolution in Limpopo Province 
Anne Hellum and Bill Derman Paper Prepared for the Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology  Conference on Law and Governance Halle November 9-11 2006 
 
Water, Land and Race:  Farmers, Communities and Strategic Partners in the Luvhuvhu 
Catchment, South Africa paper prepared for the Annual Meetings of the African Studies 
Association, November 16-18th, 2006, San Francisco, California at the session Rural 
Producers and Rural Livelihoods in the New South Africa: Limpopo Province chaired by 
Blair Rutherford.  
 
Conferences or Sessions Organized: 
 
Human Rights Discourses in Africa: Changing Debates, Dilemmas and Opportunities  
Co-Organized with Ellen Foley, University of Pennsylvania.  Annual Meetings of the American 
Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C. November 30-December 4, 2005. 
 
Property Rights to Land and Natural Resources: Institutions, Politics and Culture, An 
International Seminar at the Center for International Environment and Development 
Studies (Noragric), Agricultural University of Norway, Aas, Norway.  Co-organizer with 
Profs. Tor Arve Benjaminsen and Espen Sjaastad, June 2004. 
 
Speaking Anthropology to Power: Policy Encounters in International Agricultural and 
Environmental Research, Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  American Anthropological 
Association 101st Annual Meetings, November 2002, New Orleans, La. 
 
Land, water and natural resources management: International, national and local 
perspectives in the intersection of law and social science workshop co-organized by Anne 
Hellum for the Center for Development and the Environment, University of Oslo and the 
Department of Public and International Law, University of Oslo, May 15, 2002. 
 
Decentralization and New Environmental Institutions: Contingency, Uncertainty and New 
Paradigms of Knowledge Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  American Anthropological 
Association 100th Annual Meetings, Washington D.C., November 28-December 2, 2001. 
 
Rethinking Water Resources in the Era of Neoliberal Political and Economic Hegemony.  
Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  American Anthropological Association 97th Annual 
Meeting, Philadelphia, December 2-6, 1998. 
 
Rethinking Water Resources in the Era of Neoliberal Political and Economic Hegemony.  
Co-Organizer Anne Ferguson.  African Studies Association 41st Annual Meeting, 
Chicago, Illinois, October 29-November 1 1998. 
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Imagining War and Imagining Peace in Africa: Anthropological Perspectives 
Invited Session of the Association for Africanist Anthropology with Marc Sommers for 
the 96th Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Washington D.C., 
November 1997 
 
American Anthropological Association Executive Program Committee Invited Session 
Development as Ideology and Practice: Africanist (Retro)Spectives for the 95th Annual 
Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, November 1996 
with  Anne Ferguson 
 
Political Violence and Genocide in Sub-Saharan Africa organized session at the 94th 
Annual Meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, D.C. 
November 15-18, 1995. 
 
Human Rights and Democratization in Southern Africa:  Grassroots Perspectives.  Co-
organized with Anne Ferguson, organized session at the 93 Annual Meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, Atlanta, GA, November 30-December 4, 1994. 
 
Democratization in Southern Africa:  Grassroots Perspectives. Double Session.  Co-
organized with Anne Ferguson, organized session at the 37 Annual Meetings of the 
African Studies Association. Toronto, Canada, November 3-6, 1994.   
 
Co-Organizer of The Political Ecology Workshop, April 15-17, 1994 held at the Kellogg 
Center, MSU.  
 
American Association for the Advancement of Science with  David Wiley, February 
1994, Africa's Fragile Lakes: An Assessment of Social and Environmental Changes (a 
double session) 
 
Workshop at Michigan State University on the Lakes of East Africa with Professors 
Ferguson, Harris, Wiley.  It was an international meeting although held at Michigan State 
University - titled Managing the Ecology of Lakes Malawi and Victoria conducted by the 
four co-principal investigators of the Project on the Lakes of East Africa (Derman, 
Ferguson, Harris, Wiley), February 1994 
 
African Studies Association Panel entitled Balancing Ecology and Development on Lakes 
Victoria and Malawi  with  Anne Ferguson, November 1993 
 
People, Parks, Crops and Animals in Southern Africa: Environment and Development in a 
Contested Terrain Session Organized (with  Hitchcock) for the 91st Annual Meeting of 
the American Anthropological Association,  San Francisco, November 1992. 
 
The Changing Nature of Poverty in the Third World.  Michigan State University.  East 
Lansing, March 1988 



 
 23

 
United States Initiatives for the Education and Training of South Africans and Namibians. 
 East Lansing (with Profs. Gordon, Hamilton and Wiley), November 1986. 
 
Development, Bureaucracy and Social Analysis (with Scott Whiteford).  Society for 
Applied Anthropology Annual Meeting, Reno, March 1986.   
 
 Changing Donor Strategies in the 1980s:  A View from the Middle African Studies 
Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, November 1985. 
 
Social Impact Analysis and Development, International Conference, Michigan State 
University (with Scott Whiteford), May 1981 
Courses Taught: 
 
Undergraduate Courses: 
Introduction to Anthropology 
Introduction to Social and Cultural Analysis 
Integrative Studies - Introduction to the Social Sciences of Africa  
Integrative Studies - Social Differentiation and Inequality 
Introduction to the Peoples of Africa 
Ethnicity and Nation Building 
Peasant Societies and Social Change in the Developing World 
Cross-Cultural Relations 
Social Evolution 
Structures of Underdevelopment  
Center for Advanced Study of International Development, Sociology and Anthropology - 
Capstone Course on International Development 
Mixed Courses - Undergraduate and Graduate 
West Africa 
Central Africa 
Southern Africa 
Seminar on Peasants and Revolution 
Environmental History and Culture 
Economic Anthropology  
Social and Environmental Change in Sub-Saharan Africa 
Graduate Courses: 
Culture, Resources and Power 
Cultural Ecology 
Seminar on Systems of Food Production  
Dimensions of Culture  
History of Anthropological Theory  
Seminar on Economic Anthropology 
Marxism and Anthropology  
Social Impact Analysis and International Development  
Ethnographic Analysis  
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Theories of Social Change  
Agrarian Systems and Social Transformation 
 
 
References: 
Will be supplied upon request. 
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