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S K P  AT  Y O U R  S E R V I C E !

SKP aspires to be Norway’s leading service 

centre for research that depends on having a 

controlled climate. Always on hand for research! 

Management, the board and the staff will do eve-

rything in their power to keep this from being an 

empty vision. 

 All SKP’s activities are hallmarked by the 

latest technological solutions, a wide choice of 

facilities and a highly skilled, service-minded staff.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Although the name of the centre might tempt you 

to think that its clients are all plant physiologists, 

that is not at all the case. Whether you are a nutri-

tionist who needs to perform different food storage 

experiments or a geologist who requires advanced 

freezer facilities to study different kinds of weathe-

ring, please do not hesitate to contact us.

SKP can customise its facilities to suit your rese-

arch perfectly. We’re up to the challenge. It would 

take a lot to stump our knowledgeable, versatile 

staff. Give us a try! 

24/7 SERVICE

SKP currently has about 300 small and large con-

trolled climate units with accompanying service 

facilities. Operations are controlled by employees 

with comprehensive expertise in the operation 

and development of controlled climate research 

facilities.

 Overlapping competencies are decisive 

for ensuring that the centre’s highly diverse and 

to some extent very complex climate-controlled 

facilities and equipment are operative at all times. 

If operations are disrupted or equipment shows 

abnormal readings, personnel are always on call: 

24/7. 

 The technical group is also responsible 

for developing equipment and building controlled 

climate units for a variety of purposes. 

 In addition to the technical group, the 

centre has an operations management group that 

maintains routine contact with the tenants and 

can offer advice and supervision in a variety of 

situations. 
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SKP CAN OFFER THE FOLLOWING:

A wide variety of facilities 

• Greenhouses with electronic climate control (heating, ven-

tilation, relative humidity, light, intake of CO
2
, shade and 

energy blinds, day-length regulation, irrigation, dosage of 

liquid fertilizer);

• Controlled climate growth rooms for cell and tissue cultu-

ring activities;

• Controlled climate growth rooms with natural daylight and 

artificial lighting;

• Controlled climate refrigerated rooms with controlled humi-

dification and controlled atmosphere (CA storage, CA 

 cabinets); 

• Special cabinets for research 

 on elongation growth in plants;

• Computer-controlled freezer 

 cabinets and other special 

 units for freezing experiments; 

• Deep freezers, from - 50° 

 and - 20° with alarm systems; 

• Plant cell laboratory, a common

 laboratory for different types of 

 research activities involving 

 cell/tissue cultures, gene 

 technology, etc. The laboratory has a bioreactor room, an 

electrophoresis room, and sundry sterile rooms. There is 

a special laboratory for microinjections located adjacent to 

the common laboratory;

• Isolation facilities for working with dangerous pests and 

transgenic plants at low biological containment safety levels 

S4 and S3. A total of 26 growth chambers divided among 

four units in conjunction with the laboratory and other ser-

vice rooms. The facilities feature necessary cells with nega-

tive pressure, and total filtration and purification of outgoing 

air and water;

• As from the 2005 season, SKP will be offering services 

related to experiments on open land;

• Auditorium and meeting rooms

Expertise

The technical group consists of individuals with expertise in:

• refrigeration technology

• electronics/process control

• heat-water-ventilation

• electrical engineering

3 ABOUT SKP:

Research Scientist Inger Skow 

Hofgaard, Norwegian Crop 

Research Institute: ”I’m very 

satisfied with the good service 

I get and the pleasant employ-

ees I meet at SKP. Having 

someone on call 24/7 is par-

ticularly reassuring for me. If 

a problem arises at the research facilities in the evening or at 

night, staff members turn out on short notice. I’m a high-volu-

me user of greenhouses, climatic test chambers and Termax 

cultivation cabinets for my 

experiments on disease-resis-

tance in wheat and grass.”

Chief Engineer Hans Sundell, 

Norwegian Food Research 

Institute (MATFORSK):”I find 

SKP to be a highly profes-

sional centre. It offers good 

service and its management is 

skilled in long-term planning. 

Nothing is impossible at SKP. I always feel welcome there and 

I can visit my experimental unit, which is locked, whenever I 

want to. The opportunities for logging experiments are good 

and I can get print outs on 

paper or a CD.”

Research Scientist Helge 

Skinnes, Dept. of Plant and 

Environmental Sciences, 

UMB: ”SKP offers high-quality 

services and I can find no fault 

with the technical standard 

of the facilities. The availabi-

lity of service on the part of 

those who work there, is also 

exceptionally good. Further, the centre has a wide range of 

choice when it comes to premises – from the most advanced 

environmental chambers to completely conventional green-

houses. I’m also impressed by the adaptability and ingenuity  

 the employees demonstrate when confronted with  

  needs that they cannot meet immediately.” 
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