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The academic field that bridges agriculture, nature and society. 
 

Agroecology links theory and practice using social and natural sciences to describe, analyze 
and manage complex agroecosystems. The program focuses on integrating ecology, 
organic and conventional agriculture, socio-economics and culture with the ultimate goal 
of sustaining production, food security, community and environmental health. 
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I n  T h i s  i s s u e :  

The Agroecology program 
draws students from all over the 
world.  Each autumn, the core 
courses Agroecology and Farming 
Systems and Agroecology and Food 
Systems are taught to a mixture of 
program students, who will   
receive a MSc. degree at UMB, 
and  exchange students, who will 
return to their home institution 
to complete their degree. The 
Agroecology newsletter has   
traditionally featured only     
program students, but this 
month focuses on a guest stu-
dent, Guido Agostinucci, who 
took the Agroecology courses at 
UMB in 2004.   

By Karen Adler 

The Agroecology classes 
have grown considerably in size 
since 1999, from early courses of 
around 10 to the present size of 
about 22 students. Yet since the 
beginning, the classes have   
maintained a balance of guests  
from other institutions and UMB 
program students. This promotes 
network-building among       
universities offering agroecology,    
organic and sustainable          
agriculture MSc. degrees. It also 
encourages greater collaboration 
and information-sharing between 
university professors and       
students interested in the same 
academic  approaches to teaching 
and learning about agroecology. 

The Agroecology network: 
The program has strong links in 
Europe to both FESIA in France 
and the Universities of Viterbo 
and Tuscia in Italy, which all 
offer Agroecology MSc.        
programs. However, it also   
attracts guest students from 
other universities. This fall,   
students from institutions in 
France, Italy, Canada, Pakistan, 
Malawi and Denmark have all 
been accepted.  In the end, a 
mixture of about half guest and 
half program students is desired 
so that the course maintains an 
intercultural environment that 
fosters personal and professional      
development. 
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Student profile: Guido Agostinucci 

Associate Researcher at the 
Department of Ecology and 

Sustainable Economic 
Development at the University of 

Tuscia (Viterbo)  
His work is focused on research about the 

artichoke (Cynara scolymus),  a typical 
vegetable species grown in Mediterranean 
countries and especially in Italy, where it 

is used in traditional cuisine. He also 
owns an organically-managed olive farm.  

O r g a n i c  a g r i c u l t u r e :  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  
f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ?  T h e  c a s e  o f  

t h e  D o m i n i c a n  R e p u b l i c  

My MSc. thesis examined the opportunities offered to a low-income developing    
country by the expansion of the market for organic produce in the European Union. 
The export of organic bananas, coffee and cocoa from the Dominican Republic were 
taken as specific examples. The evolution of the EU trade policy toward these products 
was evaluated and the advantages of their “organic” quality was analyzed. In particular,   
organic products were reviewed for their competitive edge in the face of further moves 
toward trade liberalisation in the WTO and for the development of value-added      
domestic processing industries. The question of consumer confidence in certification  
systems was raised, being the former essential for maintaining and expanding markets 
for organic food. Systems currently recognised in the EU for organic imports were 
documented, showing that there is a high cost for certification systems presently     
available to developing country exporters to obtain access to European markets. The 
study demonstrated the close interrelationship between EU policies for trade,         
development assistance and organic produce and their effects on the growth of a      
developing country.     

When I first decided to continue my studies 
after finishing my Bachelor’s degree, I was 
very interested in several areas of 
agricultural science. These included 
extremely varied topics that ranged from 
sustainable agriculture to economics. I was 
also searching for a more “international” 
course that could offer the opportunity to 
learn from and confront perspectives and 
experiences of people with different 
backgrounds. The MSc. in Agroecology 
allowed me to accomplish all these 
objectives! 
 
Thanks to the establishment of a coop- 
eration agreement between the University 
of Tuscia and the Norwegian University of 
Life Science (UMB), I had the opportunity 
to spend an autumn semester in Ås taking 
the Agroecology classes. It was interesting 

to compare the method of teaching as well 
as the content and structure of the lectures 
with the curriculum taught in my own 
country. Further, the principles and 
experiences acquired from the courses were 
helpful in the arrangement and completion 
of my thesis work.  
 
The MSc. in Agroecology gave me the 
opportunity not only to deepen my 
knowledge and interests in some specific 
areas of agricultural science, but also to 
carry out a thesis in a developing country 
through the implementation of principles, 
theories and experiences I acquired at UMB. 
Moreover, once I completed my Master’s 
degree, there was a wide range of potential 
employment opportunities.  
All text Guido Agostinucci 
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a g r o e c o l o g y  p r o g r a m  


	WHAT IS AGROECOLOGY

	Master’s of science (umb)

	AGROECOLOGY

	Newsletter June 2007 Vol.2 no.4

	In This issue:

	Agroecology

	Msc program

	umb

	Agroecology Master’s of science (umb)

	Organic agriculture: an opportunity for developing countries? The case of the Dominican Republic

	A guest Student perspective on the agroecology program



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



