
WHAT IS AGROECOLOGY? 
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I n  T h i s  i s s u e :  

By Karen Adler 

Klimaforum09 was an alternative conference set up for civil society to discuss and    de-
bate the central political, social, environmental and economic issues of climate change 
and greenhouse gas emissions. When translated from Danish, klima means climate; the 
Klimaforum was literally a climate forum set up for people from all over the world to 
discuss climate change problems and solutions. It was a free, open conference that took 
place in downtown Copenhagen from December 7th - 18th in parallel with the UN  
Climate Conference. It showcased a number of activists, scientists, environmentalists, 
NGO workers and politicians, who presented their projects, platforms and findings in 
workshops for and with the attendees.  

The purpose of the Klimaforum according to those who arranged it was to set up "...an 
open space where people, movements, and organizations from all over the World can 
meet, discuss and develop a constructive response to the climate crisis".  The organizers 
went on to state in the general program that, "where politicians fail the people must 
take over". The Klimaforum was in this sense also an activist center where movements 
could be organized to advocate for climate justice, a strong environmental stance on 
greenhouse gas emissions and the needs of indigenous, poor and politically marginalized 
people. It also provided a space to express and debate the faults of some of the corporate 
and government-sponsored policies that were being discussed as legitimate solutions in 
the UN Climate Conference that conflicted with the interests and needs of the actual 
citizens who would be affected by the implementation of these projects. In order to 
stimulate dialogue, translation was provided in French, Spanish, Danish and English 

In honor of the UN Climate Change Conference COP 15 that was held December 7th 
to December 18th in Copenhagen, Denmark, this issue will focus on some of the activi-
ties undertaken by a group of Agroecology students who came to Copenhagen    during 
this time. These include participation in an alternative forum hosted by non-profit or-
ganizations and civil society groups from Denmark and abroad and a march to the con-
ference center to demand climate justice and provide the voice of the citizens affected 
by climate change. About one quarter of the Agroecology class participated in these 
events during the weekend of December 12th and 13th. 

The academic field that bridges agriculture, nature and society. 

Agroecology is the field that links theory and practice using social and natural sciences to 
describe, analyze and manage complex agroecosystems. The program focuses on            
integrating ecology, organic and conventional agriculture, socio-economics and culture 
with the ultimate goal of sustaining agricultural production, food security, community and 
environmental health. 

Climate change: Debating the problems and 
suggesting sustainable solutions  
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Marchers in the December  13th 

demonstration for climate justice. 

so that participants from all over the world could clearly understand the work-
shop presenters.  

The Klimaforum hosted an array of topical discussions. Many focused on envi-
ronmental, agricultural and agroforestry issues in general or applied to specific 
regions or countries. Some of the issues raised included recycling, sustainable 
production and consumption, GMO crops and forests, above and below ground 
carbon sequestration, biochar, biodiversity, organic agriculture, sustainable  
energy solutions, biofuels, food and energy sovereignty and food security.  

In addition, the Klimaforum covered a number of systemic issues linked to the 
climate crisis. These included socioeconomic topics such as the shortcomings of 
capitalism and global trade to address climate change, models of sustainable  
development, explanations of proposed plans to limit GHGs such as Cap and 
Trade, carbon markets and emission offsets, and social issues related to democ-
racy, gender issues, spirituality, human rights, participation and accounts of 
climate change from those personally affected by it.  

Each day, the conference began with a group meditation session. This was    
followed by an update on the UN conference proceedings with time allotted for 
questions from the audience. Workshops were held in the mid mornings and 
early afternoons, with some longer sessions with multiple panels running 
throughout the entire afternoon.  Entertainment, including climate change-
themed movies, music and theatre were provided in the evenings. 

Overall, Klimaforum09 functioned as an educational conference where dialogue 
about the foundational policies of a democratic, global climate treaty could take 
place. In the six months leading up to the Klimaforum, citizen voices and     
perspectives were compiled to create a global climate declaration expressing the 
hopes, ideas, and visions of citizens and social movements. A People's Declara-
tion was drafted and amended in sessions during the first four days of the      
Klimaforum, and was finalized and given to participants of the UN Climate 
Change Conference midway through the negotiations. 

In addition to this, the Klimaforum also served as a place for climate activists to 
gather and plan peaceful demonstrations and acts of civil disobedience to bring 
the issues and concerns discussed at the forum to the talks taking place in the 
UN negotiations. This occurred both internally through the participation of 
NGO organizations that were taking part simultaneously in both the             
Klimaforum and the COP 15 Conference, and externally, as activists and     
concerned citizens marched to the Bella Center where the UN Climate       
Convention was being held in order to demand climate justice. In this sense, the 
Klimaforum was also a springboard for change, stimulating and organizing the 
participants to more effectively demand justice and a strong stance on environ-
mental issues from the UN negotiations on behalf of all global citizens. 

Klimaforum 09: People's Climate Summit  



A
g

r
o

e
c

o
l

o
g

y
 
M

a
s

t
e

r
 
o

f
 
s

c
i
e

n
c

e
 
(
u

m
b

)
 

By Karen Adler 

Are you confused with some of the terminology used in climate change news and debates? You are certainly 
not alone. Many people have difficulty discussing or criticizing proposed climate change legislation and    
policies because they are unfamiliar with their meanings.  For example, one of the economic strategies that 
has been suggested for reducing global greenhouse gas emissions is the use of a Cap and Trade system. During 
the Klimaforum, a short, 9 minute movie by Annie Leonard, the creator of The Story of Stuff, was presented 
and discussed. In the presentation she provides a concise, transparent and informative account of what Cap 
and Trade means, who is behind it, and why she and many others are critical of the proposal. To learn more 
about the policy in an easy-to-understand presentation, check out:  
http://www.yesmagazine.org/planet/the-story-of-cap-and-trade 

Some of the titles of workshops                                             
offered at Klimaforum 09 

A zero carbon world: as fast as we can 

Tackling capitalism and the climate crisis 

Climate change and democracy 

Empowering and sustaining action: Work that reconnects 

Sustainable energy for development to reduce poverty 

Building community resilience to climate change through food sovereignty and           

ecological agriculture 

From globalization to localization of life and economy 

GMO trees, plantations and REDD: Impacts on indigenous peoples and climate change 

Meat consumption and climate change 

Agriculture and climate change: A critical analysis of proposed solutions 

Life-long learning for sustainable societies and global responsibility 

Organic solutions to climate change and food security 

Why carbon markets won't work and a route map for alternatives 

The story of Cap and Trade 

By Karen Adler and Chuck Francis 

On December 13th, tens of thousands of protestors marched from downtown Copenhagen to the location of 
the UN Conference on climate change to demand that a fair, ambitious and legally-binding climate treaty was 
developed by the end of the negotiations. Some of the most prevalent demands were for strong emissions 
cuts, climate justice for all, and aid to poorer nations to mitigate and adapt to already occurring climatic      
effects like floods, droughts, rising sea levels, erratic rainfall and storms.  

Among the protestors were at least seven former and current agroecology students. Many marched as part of 
The Friends of the Environment Norwegian Chapter, which was organized by a group of UMB students who 
are also an important part of the campus ecological garden. 

The protest was an amazing and colorful experience. For those who walked all the way to the Bella Center 
and heard the final speeches, the march culminated in a pledge by those listening to make the sacrifices neces-
sary to reduce our own greenhouse gas footprint. See the next page for some of their suggestions from YES! 
magazine on ways to reduce your impact and make a difference.  

We hope that our Agroecology students who         
participated in the alternative workshops and dem-  
onstrations experienced a logical and meaningful  
connection between the course in sustainable farming 
and food systems. If one of the goals of experiential 
learning in Agroecology is to promote responsible 
action and make positive changes in the food system, 
this experience was a visible and practical implemen-
tation of what the programme is all about.  

March for Climate Justice  



By Colin Beavan  

From YES! Magazine: http://www.yesmagazine.org/issues/climate-action/10-ways-to-change-your-life/?searchterm=10%20ways%20to%
20change%20your%20life 

1.  EAT YOUR VEGETABLES  

All you have to do is stop eating beef. Worldwide, beef production contributes more to climate change than the 
entire transportation sector. The carbon footprint of the average meat eater is about 1.5 tons of CO2 larger than 
that of a vegetarian. Cutting beef out of your diet will reduce your CO2 emissions by 2,400 pounds annually. 

2.   DRINK FROM THE TAP  

You can save money and your environment by giving up bottled water. The production of plastic water bottles 
together with the privatization of our drinking water is an environmental and social catastrophe. Bottled water 
costs more per gallon than gasoline. The average American consumes 30 gallons of bottled water annually. Giv-
ing up one bottle of imported water means using up one less liter of fossil fuel and emitting 1.2 pounds less of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 

3.   OBSERVE AN ECO-SABBATH  

For one day or afternoon or even one hour a week, donõt buy anything, donõt use any machines, donõt switch on 
anything electric, donõt cook, donõt answer your phone, and, in general, donõt use any resources. In other 
words, for this regular period, give yourself and the planet a break. Every hour per week that you live no impact 
cuts your carbon emissions by 0.6 percent annually. Commit to four hours per week, thatõs 2.4 percent; do it 
for a whole day each week to cut your impact by 14.4 percent a year. 

4.   TITHE A FIXED PERCENTAGE OF YOUR INCOME  

Tithe a fixed percentage of your income to non-profits of your choice. If an average U.S. family contributes 1 
percent ($502.33) of its annual income ($50,233) to an environmental non-profit, they could offset 40.7 tons of 
carbon dioxide per year. Many of our public health and welfare services are tied to consumer spending which, in 
turn, depends upon planetary resources. If you want to help, donõt go shopping. Just help. 

5.   BUILD A COMMUNITY  

Have dinners with friends. Play charades. Sing together. Enjoying each other costs the planet much less than enjoying 
its resources. 

6.  GET THERE UNDER YOUR OWN STEAM  

Get around by bike or by foot a certain number of days a month. Not only does this mean using less fossil fuel 
and creating less greenhouse gases, it means youõll get exercise and weõll all breathe fewer fumes. If you can stay 
off the road just two days a week, youõll reduce greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 1,590 pounds per 
year. 

7.  COMMIT TO NOT WASTING  

Wasting resources costs the planet and your wallet. Let your clothes hang-dry instead of using the dryer. Take half 
the trips but stay twice as long. Repair instead of rebuy. The list goes on. In the summer, for every degree above   
72°F you set your thermostat, you save 120 pounds of CO2 emissions per year, and if you wash your clothes with 
cold water you can cut your laundry energy use by up to 90 percent. 

8.  TAKE YOUR PRINCIPLES TO WORK  

We must act as though we care about the world at work as much as we do at home. Company CEOs or product 
designers have the power to make a gigantic difference through their business, and so do the rest of us. In com-
mercial buildings, lighting accounts for more than 40 percent of electrical energy use, a huge cause of green-
house gas production. Using motion and occupancy sensors can cut this use by 10 percent. 

9.  DONATE A DAY'S TV TIME TO ECO -SERVICE 

Take one day off from TVñthe average American watches four and a half hours of TV a dayñand try voluntary 
eco-service instead. Those four and a half hours a day watching TV add up to 825 pounds of carbon dioxide each 
year. 

10. BELIEVE WITH ALL YOUR HEART THAT HOW YOU LIVE YOUR LIFE MAKES A 

DIFFERENCE 

We are all interconnected. Every step toward living a conscious life provides support to everyone else who is 
trying to do the same thingñwhether youõre aware of it or not. We are the masters of our destinies.  
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10 ways to change your life 


