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WHAT IS AGROECOLOGY?

The academic field that bridges agriculture, nature and society

describe, analyze and manage complex agroecosystems. The program fo
integrating ecology, organic and conventional agricutacensotgs and culfure

with the ultimate goal of sustaining agricultural production, food security, c@mmun
environmental health.

Agroecology is the field that links theory and practice using social and naFraI SC
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Thesis defense issue

Many agroecology students submitted their theses on May 15th of this year.
Consequently, in June eleven thesis defenses were held. The Agroe
department also hosted the first ever thesis defense day, where five stbdents
presented and defended their theses and celebrated together in the evenling. In
the following months, the newsletter will feature the abstracts from their

research. For July, the newsletter contains a piece from one of the defénding
students, Abednego Ambe Achamba, who describes how he came to stady ag
roecology and gives anecdotes from his fieldwork experience. There arg also
student abstracts by Wenyu Tian and Giulio Giorgi, and a description jand

photograph section of the some of the thesis defense candidates and party.

Gl ULI O GI ORGI %S THESI

Around thirty years ago, organic certification systems appeared in Europe ahd hav
evolving continuously, acquiring an important role in guaranteeing environmental

protection and food quality. Each system developed separately, together with the o
sector of its respective country, resulting nowadays in a considerable diversjty in te
certification procedures and support to operators.

The harmonisation of these elements is therefore a topic of primary importafce. In
address this need, the present work explores the similarities and differenceg betwe
wellestablished yet radically different organic certification systems in Italy arll;i Den

The investigation was set up on first a macroscopic system scale and secorid as a
analysis of organic inspection forms in order to evaluate the systems under fwo diff
perspectives. This had the further aim of showing how these two approaches are c
mentary in presenting the key issues that emerge from their comparison.

The objective is to present a useful reading to people v~ =
the organic sector who wonder what is at stake nowac
the alternative situations are and what can be learned

From this study, what emerges is that the efficiency of
system can be further improved by fostering relationst
prone to dialogue among stakeholders, whereas the It
needs to organise its actors in a more simple and func
ture. As the two certification systems appear to have c
mentary strengths and weaknesses, this thesis shows
comparison may inspire positive changes to the other.
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What is a thesis defense like?

By Karen Adler

The thesis defense is an opportunity to explain and clarify the MS¢ thesis
the final grade for the work is given. It is the final step for receiving 4 grade
30 or 60 ECTS thesis work of the degree, and is intended to make the grad
cess more transparent by providing a platform for dialogue betweef the e
examiner grading the thesis and the student.

A 30 ECTS defense lasts about an hour and consists of a presentatjon of t
listening to feedback, answering questions from the external examiner and
sors, and if there is time, responding to questions from the audienge. Duri
presentation, which lasts abei2h Biinutes, each student provides an gvervie\
of her thesis. This usually includes introducing the topic, providing a picture
methodology and methods used, outlining the results and explaining the «
and conclusions of the research. This is followed by comments and [guestic
the external examiner, who is given the opportunity to provide feedpack al
about specific aspects of the thesis. This period is perhaps the] more
0defensed in the sense that stud:
misunderstandings and can defend the choices they made in the resgarch

A 60 ECTS defense is approximately an hour and a half due to thg inclus
smaller individual curriculum defense, which is a requirement of thej larger
project. The process and timing of defending the thesis is the same,but in :
the individual curriculum is presented and the external examingr alsc
guestions about this topic. The individual curriculum seminar is abolt twen
nutes, with ten minutes for the question and answer period.

The defense can raise a studentids

and answering the questions given by the external examiner. In this way.
good opportunity for the student to clarify and substantiate the work{ It is of
the public, and many draw a small audience of interested students dnd fac
ter the defense, the main agroecology supervisor and external examjner dis
grade privately. The student then receives the grade either on that day or &
soon after.

China has a long history in organic farming, and through experience [Chines
farmers have accumulated particular organic farming methods. Currént orgs
farming is operated on two distinct levels of scataléabgsiness organi
operations and individual organic operations. In this thesis, | selected two c:
China in order to focus on grassroots groups at the farm level, and afidress
issue with respect to the capacity building of organic farming systems. Thro
delineation of distinctive features of organic farmers under the situatipns of
different organic operation methods, the particularities of Chinese organic a
ture have been studied. Further, the best model for the future Chinege orga
agriculture under the Chinese circumstance is hypothesized.

The organic farmers exhibited institutional functions and certain influgnces «
cal society in the large business organic operation case. In contrast, the fari
the individual organic operation case had stronger professional competence
organic preference. Both types of organic farmers, whether in the bu}iness
operation case or the individual (

process of planting or their sales plan.

Chinese organic agriculture in the current situation is characterized hy orga
farmers with different levels of capacity that have overarching relatiofs with
rent agricultural policy, marketing channels and information sources.| By no
porting individual organic farmers as well as being constrained by Iir:Fed dc

demands, the organic sector has been unable to astedtdndigielual orga-

nic farming development. So for the future of Chinese organic agriculture, it
hypothesized that organic farmers must develop their own integrated capac
while external factors can facilitate organic agricultural development.
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Student feature: abednego achamba

Agroecology and me Thesis abstract

I was born in a small village in the southwest prestimge the sup
of Cameroon called Konye and grew up onamdarneeds of
My interest in farming was inspired by my fattieodHissystem
agricultural passion gave me a love for plants asdvelly 0 s
as the environment. Even though | appreciategrp¥eints, influen
my ambition during my undergraduate educatidrghvbaslisation
to become a petroleum geologist. | never kagwbig challen
would fall in the hands of agroecology. Experience

Before | came to As in autumn 2006, | never kﬂé%vfl]\e that t
meaning of agroecology. | googled the wirPaHs of glob,
realised how it was related to agriculture dnaigqeon the i
environment. Afterward, my anxiety could not J¥8{d has proj
| was looking forward to get the experienpgy? doubt e

myself. | never knew who or what | was g tugmportant issue facing both industriail zed an
meet .the type of people, and what the tggi ustrialized countries who depend golely o
methbds would be Since’l Knew agroecolc{%/'w ure to increase their Gross Domestic Product

related to agriculture, 1 had some confide Moreover, environmental consfraints,

myself that | would be able to contribute somef %gggﬁs in government policies, structural adjustmel

class because of my experience in farming. programmes, free trade, movement of peopje acros
_ the border as well as sammomic realities Have

| was so amazed with the approach of the gea€difiéd new scenarios in the food systgm in th

methods, which included mlifitiplinarysouthwest province of Cameroon in recent ydars.

approaches and perspectives. The course b)ﬁ.qi‘gegt y examines the present situation of the foc
me was practical, and this is a strength to thg%}/&w y presenting the food flows and fhe role

teaching process. My ability to learn new thi - .
the knowledegharing with teachers and fr 88%y the various stakeholders in the foad systel

helped to equip me to address issues re
agroecology. The courses in agroecolo
widened my scope in learning and inter%0 [oleN
S|Ituat|c_Jns, devdeloped ”g(l.Sk'”S |m1a@t|p1ng aMfion | have presented a brief discussion on the vario
a'so Iimproved my ability to analyse ¢ practices of both the local and urbanfarmers
situations into simpler ones and to relate practic _ _ _ )

situations to real life. The truth behind the colf§e3iddy also gives in detail the various methods a

that during the learning process, it seems di ies used throughout the research wark and
apply, but in real life it seems easy. application to the food system. An explanati@n of the

_ factors affecting food production has been gxamine
The success of my thesis was a result of theogngg]ﬁgsswo'r analysis (strengths, weakngsses, c

adopted during the leaming process of the coyisgHliiés and threats) as an example. It falso ex
past experience and also my ability to relatef@ &ahe level of communication, key issués, prok
life practical situations. My thesis experienggn¥asq possible action plans of food prodfiction. |
good because | made my analysis in Konye, @#ii8F£&he notion of globalisation including its ori-
where | grew up, farmed and built re'?t'onslh'gﬁw}"’ﬂf&ims and impacts on the food systen] is eluc
people in the community. This was evident in $agsl@Chnd there is a discussion of the variods implic
that | organised a seminar with 35 invitees, bybisBY the processes of globalisation, inclufling bot
great surprise, 70 people came. At one pQisitie and negative impacts and the actugl drivir
whole thesis process was like achming angyrces that are bringing changes to the food §ystem.
most people were happy to see their own S@RdeaM$ fully explain these driving forces, alconcep
back, find out about their farming situation ag¢hheMamework has been designed to show the
them with ideas to improve their situation.  changes brought into the food system by gloBalisatio

For me, it is a big blessing to be in the agropgelegydy concludes by stating the variols actio
fa_m||Y- My plan now Is to continue In agroegspirg¥as a guideline which, when followed, dan fosts
with a PhD in sustainable agriculture and deve}qmg@g in the food system. Finally, the stlidy finc
| wish to use this opportunity to thank the agiegc@lere is need for a common understarjding an
ogy department, who contributed to my succegdaisharing to develop the food system in Cameroot
Tussen takk for coming generations.

0, gives insight into the types of food pfoducec
it§ produced, the effect of market priceffluctua-
food production, where the food

various methods of production and
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June 18th thesis defense day

On June 18th, five students from the Agroecology classes of 2005, 2006 and 2007 defended their the
The students, Andrea Lawseth, Ina Torp, Gunhild Hjelmseth, Markus Koot and Giulio Giorgi, all gave
tions to an audience of students, professors and the external examinor of their work. Some of the first
year Agroecology students who were in As also attended, and all were invited for a party after the def
celebration, students toasted with champagne and ate pizza, chatting with professors and the gxterne
who were able to remain throughout the day. Students who defended earlier in the week were falso in
along with family and friends. Congratulations to all, and good luck with the next stage of your career

Clockwise from top left: Andrea brings the audeih)elnce
fr

seat; sustainability indicator spiderweb resnbldts
handles the pressure as the examiner asks questions; the graduates make a toast.




